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I f someone were to ask you to tell about the first 

time you saw the ocean or what it felt like to 

leave home for the first time you could probably do 

that. And, no matter your experience with those 

things, no one could argue with you, saying, “Oh, 

no, you didn’ t think that,”  or “Oh, you didn’ t feel 

that way”  or “That’s not how it was.”   Because 

when you are talking about your own experience, it 

is precisely that: your own experience. Others may 

have climbed a sand dune and seen the ocean, or 

driven away from the house that was home. And 

their experiences may well have been similar to 

yours, but still, your experiences are yours to have, 

to remember, and to interpret. Perhaps you saw the 

ocean in wintry New England or balmy Florida. Per-

haps you were glad to leave home or perhaps it 

broke your heart. 

     No matter what your experience, it is yours. 

     It is a similar thing to consider your experience 

with God. Now, folks can argue about what is in the 

bible and what isn’ t. They can raise issues about 

what Presbyterians believe and what they don’ t. But 

your prayer life, your faith life, and your own ex-

periences of belief are things that no one can argue 

with. They are yours alone. 

     When we talk about “sharing your faith,”  that is 

exactly what we mean. That’s why we don’ t call it 

“sharing dogma” or telling people about the “Six 

Great Ends of the Church.”  When we share our 

faith, we are not giving information or instructing 

people on what they must believe. We are simply 

sharing with others what we have experienced. 

     Have you been listening to your life?  Have you 

been paying attention to what God is doing in you 

and through you? How about watching for what 

God is doing in the lives of those around you? And, 

of course, trying to catch a glimpse of what future 

God is calling you into? These are the kinds of ques-

tions that help us learn to articulate our faith so that 

“sharing our faith”  is natural and meaningful. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Tracy 
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After worship on Sunday, April 6, caregivers are invited to join 
in another series of workshops focusing on the responsibilities of 
caregiving and taking care of the caregiver. 
     One of the most difficult questions a caregiver may face in-
volves the issues of feeding and breathing tubes. If the care re-
ceiver has a living will or has clearly expressed desires, the ques-
tions are somewhat easier to answer. If the care receiver has not 
expressed desires, what are we to do? Either way, the person left 
with the responsibility of making the decision often feels isolated 
and helpless. 
     There are faith resources which may help make the caregiver 
more comforted in making the difficult decision. We will share 
these and discuss the role a church family can play. We will also 
have time for caregivers to share things they have discovered dur-
ing the course of their caregiving. 
     Reservations for the light lunch are appreciated. Please call 
the church office, 451-6677,  or Janet Meunch, 771-9295 or 
email jimmehler@covenantpcusa.org. 

Caregivers Lunch and Workshop Upper Ar lington Senior Day is 
Second Saturday of Every Month 
The City of Upper Arlington' s Commis-
sion on Aging has initiated a Senior Ser-
vice Saturdays Program, and Covenant is 
among the churches that have joined to 
provide volunteers to perform minor 
household tasks for older adults living in 
Upper Arlington. Mark your calendar for 
the morning of Saturday May 10 (9 am to 
noon) when Covenant is scheduled for this 
outreach mission opportunity. We will be 
doing small chores and light spring clean-
ing. Sign up on the sheet on the Salt and 
Light board in the narthex; sign up early, 
sign up the family, help lighten the load of 
a Senior!  
     For our own Covenant older adults who 
live in Upper Arlington and who need help 
with small chores on Saturday May 10, 
please call Amy, U.A. Commission on Ag-
ing at 583-5326. Call by the end of April to 
make sure you aren©t closed out for that 
day. You are also eligible to call to sign up 
for help on any other second Saturday. If 
you have questions about volunteering or 
signing up, call Peggy Hicks at 457-6582. 

Over 80? Celebrate! 
A special worship service and luncheon honoring Covenant mem-
bers 80 years and older will be held Sunday, May 18. Watch for 
more information in upcoming Sunday Bulletins. Then, call the 
church office to reserve space. 

Planning for a Good End: Wednesday Night Workshops 
Most of us don' t want to think 
about the end of our lives, let alone 
plan for them! This is an important 
but difficult topic for everyone. By 
learning about end-of-life issues 
and making plans, you and your 
loved-ones will be prepared for 
whatever life may bring. 
On Wednesday nights through 
April 30, the Older Adult Ministry 
Team is sponsoring a series of 
workshops on end-of-life topics. 
Each Wednesday evening will be-
gin with a delicious meal at 6 pm in 
the church Lounge. From 6:30 to 
7:30 pm, we will hear from speak-
ers who are experts in their field. 
     
 

Come to the workshops: 
- if you are already in your later years, 
because you can save your children 
from struggling with difficult deci-
sions by making them for yourself. 
-  if you have a parent or friend 
who is older, so you can talk with 
them about their wishes. 
-  even if you are still young with 
no formal plans for your own re-
tirement years, because we have 
information to share with you, too. 
- bring your adult children or your 
older parents or come as a family. 
    The Schedule for April: 
Apr il 2: Charitable Giving: Leav-
ing a Legacy - James Brewer 
Apr il 9: Residences and Resources 
- David Walbright, Vice President 

Marketing & Sales for First Com-
munity Village. 
Apr il 16: Talking With Your Doc-
tor - The Rev. Jill Rassmussen 
Baker, Chaplain at Riverside Meth-
odist Hospital. 
Apr il 23: Hospice and Palliative 
Care - Matt Kehlmeier, Vice Presi-
dent of Community Relations for 
National Church Residence' s NCR 
at Home. 
Apr il 30: Ethical Wills and Talking 
With Your Family - Nancy Blake, 
Director of Independent Housing at 
Westminster Thurber. 
     Questions? More information? 
Contact Janet Muench, 771-9295 or 
Jim Mehler, 451-6677. 

Adult Interest 



Salt &  L ight 
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A message from Managua from Geoff Stetson   
ªTo learn more about the people we serve, I spent an eye-opening week living in the clean, dirt-floor home of 
our gardener, Marlon, his wife and three children.  Marlon had been the gang-leader of  85 people, but became a 
Christian  five years ago and turned his life around to care for his family. One day Marlon asked  my ad-
vice. Should he go to America  illegally to work a few years, paying off an $1800 loan for help across the border 
and sending money home? He had known only of America©s glamour and glitz with few of its hardships. He 
thought it would be easier than I believe it to be.  I don©t like to tell people what to do, so I listened and  reiter-
ated over and over that the decision was whether he thought he could provide his family better with money or 
with his time and love. After a few days, he told me he had decided to stay in Nicaragua for now. He also told 
me I was his first real friend. This was one of the greatest compliments I have ever had.º 

International Mission 
Assist Mike Haninger  
Our Mission Co-worker, Mike Haninger, in the Congo 
at Good Shepherd Hospital in Tshikaji, must return 
here frequently for medical tests to make sure his can-
cer continues in remission. He needs assistance to pay 
for these since there is no coverage for them by the 
PC(USA). It does provide transportation for regular  
leaves every five years when mission personnel are  

 
expected to report on their experiences. Please be 
aware that there are connections by prayer and corre-
spondence without financial support. You may have 
known him as Michael Haninger, M.D. when he was a 
physician here, or as Mission Co-worker who has come 
to speak to us. Keep Mike and his wife, Nancy, in your 
prayers. If you can, write checks to Covenant Presbyte-
rian Church and designate ªfor Missionary Travel.º  

Hands-On Local Mission 
Donations for Open Shelter 
Donations are collected throughout 
the year for the Open Shelter. Help 
the Deacons provide toiletries for 
their homeless residents. Sample 
sizes are preferred, but all sizes are 
helpful. There is a ªHygiene Kitsº 
box inside the door of the Pastors'  
area. Items needed include: small 
bars of soap, sample sizes of sham-
poo, conditioner, lotion, deodorant/
antiperspirant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, disposable razors. 
 
 
 

 
Mission Sewing Group The 
mission sewing group meets on 
Tuesdays 1-3 pm working on a va-
riety of projects including chemo 
caps, quilt for 2008, scrubbies, pot 
holders, hanging towels, and lay-
ette blankets. The group is led by 
Martha Circle, but we welcome all 
church women. We need people to 
cut fabric, pin items, hand sew, cro-
chet or knit and quilt. Call Diana 
Sanders 847-4431. 
 

 
 
 

 
Mission Oppor tunities  
Mission happens throughout the 
year. During summer there are Salt 
& Light opportunities such as 
Habitat homes, youth mission trips, 
lunches for homeless, SOS pantry 
efforts. Involvement increases 
when school begins. Find out more 
from sign up sheets, posters and 
mission presentations. Think about 
participating in Deacon projects. 
Watch for letters from our Mission 
co-workers, read Bulletin inserts or 
contact Karen Hjelm, 326-1433, 
hjelm@columbus.rr.com.   
 

Bread for the World Letters 
On Sunday, April 20, you will have an opportunity to send letters to your elected representatives in Congress 
asking them to take steps to end hunger at home and abroad. The 2008 Bread for the World Offering of Letters 
is pushing for more and better poverty-focused development assistance—funding for programs in the U. S. 
budget that give people in poor countries the skills and opportunities to break the cycle of poverty permanently.  
These include long-term investments in things like education, agriculture, nutrition, health and clean water.  
Members of the Justice and Peace Ministry Team will be in the hallway between services with pre-addressed 
letters for you to sign. Previous Bread for the World Letters have resulted in significant increases in programs to 
address the HIV/AIDS epidemic and in stopping Congress from cutting U. S. nutrition assistance to hundreds of 
thousands of hard-working people and their children. For more information see www.bread.org 
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Katie’s Corner 
“ Have you ever seen 
someone pull a photo out 
of their wallet and argue 
about the supremacy of 
this particular loved 
one? Of course not. They 
show you the picture and 
give you the opportunity to 

see what they see.º - Rob Bell Velvet Elvis 
     I bet you tell stories about the people you 
love. Your eyes light up, and your voice becomes 
richer, and you draw just a little bit nearer to the per-
son to whom you are speaking. It is clear that what 
you are about to say matters to you. You are not de-
fending a position or arguing a point. You are sharing 
a piece of your heart, something so dear to you that it 
simply cannot be kept to yourself. 
     What if we talked about God this way? What if we 
told stories about Jesus with the same joyful affec-
tion? What if our eyes lit up when we remembered  

 
some delightful bit of wonder the Spirit has done 
within us? What if we loved the Lord our God so very 
much that our love simply overflowed into the world? 
Wouldn' t that be something? 
      It is possible, my friends. Indeed, it is the calling 
to which we have all been called. Now, yes, this kind 
of love doesn' t always blossom overnight, and, yes, 
this kind of love needs some tending to stay alive and 
healthy. People who are in love work at it some-
times. Yes, we do.   
     And it is so very worth the work. 
     So think about what you may be called to work 
on. Consider coming to our ªSharing the Good News 
of Your Lifeº workshop. Maybe it' s time for you to 
join a bible study – or to begin one. How is your time 
alone with God going? Does it need some atten-
tion? Maybe you should go ahead and sign up for that 
Salt & Light opportunity. You have a whole church 
family of people here at Covenant who are ready to 
help you grow in faith and love.   
     Just think of all the stories we' ll be telling, and 
how our eyes with glow with love for God. 

Food &  Faith 
Food & Faith meets periodically to eat, to enjoy each 
other' s company, and to explore how the way we eat re-
lates to our life in Christ. Join us Sunday, April 13 at 
noon in the kitchen for a healthy lunch, good discussion, 
and the chance to make and take that night' s dinner 
home. To register and for more details about our menu 
and more, please e-mail or call Katie Kinnison at 451-
6677, ext 19 or  katherinekinnison@covenantpcusa.org. 

Women’s Theology  
This book discussion group meets the 1st and 3rd Friday mornings of each month and we' re getting ready to choose 
the next book. For more information, call Katie Kinnison or Susan Imel. 

“ Shar ing the Good News of Your L ife:  Telling the Gospel in Your Own Words”  
Is your life better because you live knowing that God loves you? Does being part of the church matter to you? How 
do you put these things into words? Join us on Saturday, April 5 from 19am to 2 pm in our Lounge, and find out 
how.   The workshop is five dollars and includes lunch and snacks.  For more information, call the church office at 
451-6677 or e-mail Katie Kinnison at katherinekinnison@covenantpcusa.org 

Covenant and Prayer  
Both as a whole church and as individuals we are 
called to strengthen our relationships with God in 
prayer. As taught by Jesus and made possible by the 
Holy Spirit, we learn how to pray as we should, how to 
seek the will of God for our whole lives, and how to 
seek the power of God as we partner in bringing forth 
the kingdom of God. If you would like to join a new 
prayer group committed to exploring these possibili-
ties, please contact Sandy Tullet or Katie Kinnison. 

Chr istian Education  
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Treasure Finders:  
Sunday School Covenant Style 
 

April 6   Movie in the Chapel 
April 13   The Walk to Emmaus 
April 20   The Forgiving Father 
April 27   The Sower 

                               Chr istian Education continued 

Sunday Night Bible Study  
Sunday Evening Bible Study meets at 6:30 pm in 
Room 120 (except on the first Sunday of each 
month when we meet at 7:00 pm, following wor-
ship). Led by Katie Kinnison, we will soon begin 
new studies: first of Esther, then of Paul' s Letter to 
the Romans. Please see the church bulletin or con-
tact Katie Kinnison for more details. 
  

The Forum: Adult Sunday Morning Learning in the Lounge 9:45 to 10:45 am 

Junior Youth Group: Some New Fun 
We've decided to take our Treasure Finding fun on the road. 
Children from second grade through fifth grade are invited to 
come along for Junior Youth Group activities once a month. 
These will be great opportunities to share our love of God with 
friends. On Saturday, April 26 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm it' s Cove-
nant' s Night at the Movies. Bring your sleeping bag or a comfy 
pillow, some friends and $3 for pizza. We' ll celebrate Earth Day 
by watching Over the Hedge together in the Lounge.   

Good News &  The News 
We have a new Sunday morning learning opportunity 
for adults at Covenant. Join Eric Baker, Dave Smath-
ers and others for a discussion of what' s going on in 
the world and how we are called to respond in light of 
the Word of God. The class will use ªThe Wired 
Word,º  a curriculum written every Thursday, draw-
ing upon current news and the Scriptures. We' ll begin 
Sunday, March 30, in the chapel. See you there. 

Wednesday Nights at Covenant 
March 26, April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Dinner at 6:00 pm : $7 per person  . Please call by Tuesday at noon to make reservations for that week' s dinner. 
  

Classes from 6:30 to 7:30 pm:    
“ I  believe, Lord, help My Unbelief.”  
 Bring your doubts, your questions, your musings about God' s mystery, and join our discussions of lives lived 
in faith.  Various staff will lead these sessions. 
“ Planning for  a Good End”  
 This series, offered by the Older Adult Ministry Team, addresses end-of-life issues. See page 2 for details. 

Note:  This Session of Wednesday Night offerings does not include child care or programming for children. 

Apr il 6—“ Amazing Grace: Hymns 
that Changed the Wor ld”  Led by 
Weldon Adams, Minster of Music 
 

Apr il 13, 20, 27, May 4—“ The His-
tory of the Bibleº  Led by a variety 
of presenters. 
      The Bible is actually a library of 
different sorts of ªbooksº written in 

mostly Hebrew and Greek over hun-
dreds and hundreds of years. How 
was this complicated body of work 
we call the Scriptures put together 
into one Bible? Why was translating 
the Bible into the languages that or-
dinary people speak such a life 
threatening issue? How do we go 
about selecting a translation and an 

edition of the Bible today when we 
have so many options? This Forum 
Series is designed to help us all know 
more about what we mean when we 
say ªBibleº and to enrich our experi-
ence of finding the Word of God in 
and through the words of scripture. 
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Youth   

Connections and Chi Rho Schedule for Spr ing 
Apr 6 - Senior High Mission Trip meeting at 9:30 am in lower level youth room 
            Connections at 5:30 pm, Chi Rho at 6:30 pm, Sunday night Worship service at 6:00 pm 
Apr 12 - Saturday morning Clean Up Day at Church from 9:00am-12:00pm 
Apr 13, 20, 27 - Connections at 5:30 pm, Chi Rho at 6:30 pm 

What Are Connections and Chi Rho? 
Good question!  Connections is the youth group for middle school youth in grades 6-8.  We meet on Sunday 
nights in the lower level from 5:30-7:30, eat pizza ($3.00) and play games!  Chi Rho is the youth group for senior 
high youth in grades 9-12.  We also meet on Sunday nights from 6:30-8:30, eat left over pizza (no charge), treats, 
and play games.  The two groups have an overlapping hour of fellowship, music, and a relevant message from 
6:30-7:30.  Youth are always encouraged to bring friends and to join at any time throughout the year!  We are 
looking forward to meeting you! 

New Book/Bible Studies for Youth 
On Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:45 in Mich-
ele' s office, come join us for a Bible study on the 
12 apostles. Specifically, it will be a ªjournal lead-
ing youth to Devotion—following Jesus—with 
readings by Mike Yaconelli, the father of youth 
ministry, at his grittiest —Scripture passages that 
reveal both the inconsistency and the passion of 
the disciples and questions that push youth to see 
even in imperfection how they can make a big dif-
ference!º (adapted from a review on Ama-
zon.com)  This is a study that can be joined at any 
time, so check us out. 
    Also, we are still doing the EARLY morning 
study at Panera at 7:00am on Thursdays every 
week. Join in as we read ªThe Screwtape Lettersº 
by C.S. Lewis. Check us out! 

Huge Thank You for Best Café Ever !!! 
This year' s Covenant Café raised $9,222.58 and we' re 
still counting the last few items!!  Coming into it for 
the first time, it could have been a potentially over-
whelming undertaking for an interim director of youth 
ministry!  What a well oiled machine! It truly is an all 
church affair and can' t be done otherwise. The youth 
are extremely thankful for the great turnout, all the 
wonderful items donated, and for all those who par-
ticipated in some form or another. We have a HUGE 
trip planned to Montana de Luz in Honduras this sum-
mer. We can' t wait to go and then come back to tell 
you all about our journey!  Stay tuned…. 

Upcoming Service Oppor tunities for Youth 
We are trying to offer at least one service opportunity a month for youth to do together as a group. This month 
we will join others from the church to help with the outside clean up of our property. We will do this on Satur-
day, April 12 from 9:00am to 12:00pm.   
     On Saturday, May 10 we will help some seniors of UA with small chores and light spring cleaning from 
9:00am-12:00pm. Please let Michele know by Sunday, April 27 if you are able to attend this service opportunity. 
     We would also like to help out with the Habitat project (house) that should begin in June. To work on the 
Habitat house you need to be 16 years old. Other opportunities will be serving breakfast at Central (a Sunday in 
June) and preparing a meal for the Ronald McDonald house (sometime soon!). This is a great way to grow in 
faith and to get your friends involved! 



Deacon News 
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Deacons’ Minutes Feb. 26 Highlights 
Moderator Deb Marsh called the meeting to order, and 
opened with a prayer, with Mike Hayes presenting a 
devotion that included a safflower bird seed packet 
with a printed message to "sow the seeds of love." 
     - Rev. Jim Mehler gave the staff report: updates on 
several members and former staff members who are 
recovering from illnesses and surgery; upcoming 
events, including Covenant Café, Preacher from the 
Pew, Caregivers luncheon and Holy Week services; 
Strategic Plan has an item which deals with Deacons 
and their communication with zones and making at 
least one contact per member family per month; a list 
of Covenant members who are 80 years of age or older 
and stressed how important it was for Deacons to be in 
contact with this age group; an effort is under way to 
consolidate Covenant©s mission work with the Open 
Shelter. 
     - The moderator pointed out the attendance report 
and how much help it is for Deacons as a follow-up to 
monitor attendance patterns by members. Deb re-
capped the Leadership Retreat held on Saturday, Feb. 
23. 
     - Discussions that there should be at least one per-
son in each zone helping the responsible Deacon to 

make sure that there is a steady contact with each 
member on a monthly basis; the feasibility of recruit-
ing another person, perhaps a former Deacon or Elder, 
to help with the contacts; perhaps have a person who 
made monthly contact only with those members who 
are over 80. 
     - Sue Campbell discussed the Older Adult Ministry 
team meeting on Feb. 18: Talking about purchasing 
CD players for people who might want to hear the 
weekly sermon but don©t have a CD player; Deacons 
should try to determine if they have zone members 
who: a) would be interested in CDs of the Sunday 
morning services, and b) if they may need a CD player; 
The next Older Adults luncheon is set for May 18. 
     - The Youth Deacons: Excitement about the Cove-
nant Café; Ham sale will begin right after the Café, 
with orders taken in the hallway each Sunday and de-
livered the Saturday before Easter. 
     - Joan Sanford reported: 61 toiletry kits had been 
delivered to the Open Shelter; Reminder to think about 
ideas for a major outreach project, to be submitted at 
the April meeting. 
     - A thank you note was sent to the church for its 
support of CROP Walk; raised $2,515 in October. 
     - Next meeting is April 22. 

ªMeet Your Deaconº  on Sunday, Apr il 13 
 Ever wonder what a Deacon does? Or why? You can get an answer to those questions and more April 13 on ªMeet 
Your Deacon Sunday.º After each service, Covenant' s Deacons will be on hand to meet the people they represent.  
Whether your Deacon is your next-door neighbor or if you' ve never met him or her, this is the day to make or re-
new acquaintances. Check the Sunday Bulletin for updates; there will also be a special ªCovenant in Missionº dur-
ing worship on April 13 as a reminder. 
     An added bonus: During Meet Your Deacon, you will have an opportunity to investigate and volunteer for other 
ministries and mission projects of the church. A ªMission & Ministryº Interest Table will be set up, staffed by the 
Youth Deacons. Here is a chance to explore meaningful, short-term opportunities. Become a VISTO … Volunteer 
In Service To Others! 
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Apr il 6, 2008 3rd Sunday of Easter    Communion     
 

Sermon ªTo Be Determined By Popular Requestº Tracy Keenan preaching 
 

Choral 8:30 Now the Green Blade Riseth Traditional French Carol 
   Early Birds 
 11:00  Now the Green Blade Riseth   Noel Nouvelet, Arranged by Kevin McCheshey 
   Chancel Choir and Campanile Bell Choir 
 

Instrumental Were You There? Spiritual, Arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski 
 Now the Green Blade Riseth Noel Nouvelet, Arranged by Kevin McChesney 

 Kyrie     Cathy Moklebust 
   Campanile Bell Choir 
 Noel Nouvelet Richard Hudson 
   Weldon Adams, Organ 
 

Apr il 13, 2008 4th Sunday of Easter  
 

Sermon ªTo Be Determined By Popular Requestº Tracy Keenan preaching 
 

Choral 8:30 All Heaven Declares    Noel Richards, Trisha Richards and Tom Fetke 
            Antiphonal Celebration George Friderich Handel 
   Early Birds 

 11:00 Sound the Trumpet Henry Purcell 
          Antiphonal Celebration George Friderich Handel 

   Chancel Choir 
Instrumental Voluntary in C Major Henry Purcell 
 Chaconne Henry Purcell 
   Weldon Adams, Organ 
 

Apr il 20, 2008 5th Sunday of Easter       Deacon Sunday        Ear th Day 
 

Sermon ªTo Be Determined By Popular Requestº Tracy Keenan preaching 
 

Choral 8:30 Panis Angelicus Cesar Franck 
   Early Birds 
 11:00 Praise the Lord Cesar Franck 
   Chancel Choir 
Instrumental Cantabile Cesar Franck 
 Pièce Héroïque Cesar Franck 
   Weldon Adams, Organ 
 

Apr il 28, 2008 6th Sunday of Easter  
 

Sermon ªTo Be Determined By Popular Requestº Tracy Keenan preaching 
 

Choral 8:30  The Chief Cornerstone Bradley Ellingboe 
   Early Birds 
 11:00  Tantum Ergo Gabriel Faur�  
  Ride the Chariot Spiritual, Arrange by William Henry Smith 
   Chancel Choir 
 

Instrumental Pavane  Gabriel Faur�  
 Capriccio Gabriel Faur�  
   Weldon Adams, Organ and Piano 
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It' s a nice corner in the heart of Upper Ar-
lington where our beloved Covenant Pres-
byterian Church proudly sits and from 
here, for more than 50 years, we have 
served God by offering a wide range of 
services to those in our community and 
beyond. Our corner is not high on a hill 
overlooking a community in need; our cor-
ner is not at the terminus of major interna-
tional points of entry for newly arriving 
immigrants from around the world; our 
corner is not where the homeless, hungry, 
and sick come to congregate. It is very easy 
for us to become satisfied with our corner. 
But need is all around us and we know that we must reach beyond our corner to truly serve God. 
     Already, Covenant is active in Habitat for Humanity, the SOS Food Pantry, Open Shelter, Meals on 
Wheels, C.A.R.E.S., Crop Walk, and other mission activities. We support mission work in Malawi, the 
Congo, Northern Ireland, Kenya, and Nigeria. We open our doors to Al Anon, the Alzheimer' s Asso-
ciation, Boy Scouts, and civic orchestras and operas. We provide home communion, tutor less fortunate 
children, donate clothing and food to needy families, adopt families for the holidays, and initiate prayer 
chains for all in need of special help. Congratulations for this great start. 
     Let us also think about how we could extend our reach. What is possible if we dedicate our time, 
talent, and treasures to reaching further than we ever thought possible? We could finance that second 
habitat home; we could reach beyond our members for home communion; we could provide enough 
medicine to slow the devastating effects of HIV in several villages in Cameroon; we could provide 
food to starving children in Darfur; we could adopt families not just at Christmas but also at gradua-
tions, birthdays, and everyday days. There is so much to be done and we have so much with which to 
do it. 
     As we approach Stewardship Sunday on May 4, let' s all consider how we can extend our individual 
reach as well as Covenant' s reach. Consider all that God has bestowed on us and how little we are 
asked to give in return.  Consider a plan that will enable you to tithe with your giving, make the com-
mitment to a half tithe this year, or increase your contribution by a meaningful amount this year. What-
ever you prayerfully decide to do with your pledge, know that your pledge will extend your reach and 
the reach of Covenant well beyond our quiet corner. 

Tips for Being ªGreenº   
xCars: combine 
errands, so that 
they can be done in 
one trip. Also, plot 

your journey to 
minimize the number of 

miles traveled. Remember, no 
ªjack-rabbitº starts and stops. Look 
far enough ahead so that you can  

coast to a stop and only need to 
apply brakes near a stop (also eas-
ier on brakes and tires). Keep a 
running list of grocery needs so 
that no extra trips are needed, es-
pecially when a 20-inch snowfall 
occurs.  
xWater: If your plumbing system 

is old, recommendations are that 
you run water for 30 seconds be-

fore using is you' re not using water 
for eight hours or more. You can 
use that extra water for rinsing 
dishes or other cleaning jobs. 
Avoid using bottled water, but if 
you must, recycle.  

xThose envelopes with glassine 
inserts cannot be recycled. You 
can cut out the glassine and save a 
lot of space in the trash.  

Faithful Stewardship 

Extending Our Reach… 
Through Stewardship 



Other News 
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Once-a-Month Sunday Night Service Continues Apr il 6 at 6:00pm 
 

Why add another  service? Our current worship services are meaningful, warm, of great variety and quality. 
We don' t want to change any of those services because they are serving their purposes well. However, we would 
like to explore an alternative worship service geared more toward young adults, youth, children, and anyone else 
who is interested. The goal is to offer a more participatory, hands-on and interactive worship experience with 
multi-media, pop/rock/alternative music, and story. We are becoming very intentional about meeting the needs 
of those who would better connect with this kind of alternative worship experience.  
Why once a month? Once a month would be a manageable endeavor for now. The basic theme will be the same 
as the morning' s worship service and will include communion. But the style, music selections, and the way the 
message is presented will all be geared to this special group of participants. 
Who is responsible for  the service? The Youth Commission, Worship and Arts, and Children' s Ministry are 
working with the staff to create and lead these services. We encourage music and liturgical leadership from 
among the youth and young families. 
What can we call this service?  For now, we are just calling it the ªSunday Night Service.º  Or, the ªOnce-a 
Month Sunday Night Service.º 

Basic Schedule: 
5:30 Connections meets on Lower Level 
6:00 Worship 
6:45 Fellowship time  
6:30 Chi Rho and Adult Bible Study                                                

Child Care will be available if needed. 

Beautify our Grounds 
On  Saturday, April 12 help clean up the church prop-
erty after winter. Leaves need to be raked, beds 
mulched, plants trimmed, and new plants planted. Bring 
trowels, shovels, rakes, and wheelbarrows to help make 
our church beautiful. BSA Troops 96 and 295 started  

 
the project in March by cleaning the flower beds and 
mulching. No we can use your help to put the polishing 
touches on the landscaping. Call Jay McLean at 209-
7314 or just show up. 

New Members’ Class 
Thinking about making Covenant your church home? You are invited to join us for a new members'  class and to 
meet the staff and other church leaders on April 27 from 9:45-10:45 am in the Chapel. Reception of new members 
will then take place at the 11:00 worship service. Share your story, hear about the history of the Presbyterian 
Church and Covenant in particular, learn how you can find a place here to grow, deepen your faith, and make a 
difference in the world. 

Check out our newly designed web site at www.covenantpcusa.org! 
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     Delightful Program from Thailand! On Friday, 

April 18 at 7:30pm at Covenant, the Thai Drama and 

Dance Troupe will present a beautiful program that is 

an inspiring version of the New Testament version of 

the Prodigal. Our Mission co-workers, the Rev. Rob 

Collins and his wife, the Rev. Esther Wakeman, who 

are leading the tour through several areas of our coun-

try will translate the drama for the seven talented per-

formers, four men and three women. They are con-

nected with Payup University, the Christian theologi-

cal institute in Chiang Mai, where Bill Yoder served 

until his recent retirement. This is a wonderful oppor-

tunity to experience the beauty and drama of Thai 

classical art. Bring your friends and family to this free 

event. 

     Blood Dr ive Thanks The Board of Deacons 

wishes to thank all those who came out March 10 to 

donate blood and/or volunteered at Covenant's blood 

drive. Despite the snow storm over the weekend and a 

school snow day, we collected 19 units of whole 

blood with the potential to serve 57 patients. The 

American Red Cross workers were pleased, as they 

had been forced to cancel their weekend blood drives 

due to the weather. Our next blood drive will be July 

14. With your support we continue to save lives. 

     Covenant Presbyter ian Women Bir thday 

Luncheon  On Wednesday, May 21 at 11:45 am Mar-

tha Circle will host a salad luncheon with birthday 

cake to celebrate everyone' s birthday throughout the 

year (yes, yours, too). Harry Yepriem, Coordinator for 

Open Shelter, will give us an update on how this min-

istry is going. All members, men included, are invited. 

A special PW birthday offering will be received and 

dedicated, and information will be shared about the 

mission projects supported by the 2007 offering. This 

offering is taken churchwide, and the projects sup-

ported are an important resource for grants in both the 

U.S. and internationally. A special recognition will be 

bestowed on two members, and CPW officers will be 

installed.  Please call Betty Rupp 451-7820 or Joan 

Hamilton 326-0135 if you are coming. Cost is $6. 

     New Church Directory Available The church di-

rectory has been updated and is available for you to 

pick up from the welcome table.  Please limit one per 

household. 

     Justice &  Peace Co-Sponsor Free Movie  In re-

cent years we have heard a lot of discussions about 

torture. What is torture? The movie, ªGhosts of Abu 

Ghraib,º explores what happened at this prison in 

Iraq. Justice and Peace and Adult Learning are co-

sponsoring the showing of this movie on Friday, April 

25 at the Upper Arlington Public Library at 7:00 

pm. After the movie, Mary Hershberger, Chair of the 

Justice and Peace Committee of the Presbytery of 

Scioto Valley, will lead a question and answer ses-

sion.  This is free and open to the public. 

    Pr imetimers for  Apr il   Please mark  your calen-

dar for lunch, April 27 at the OSU Golf Course Res-

taurant located on Tremont Rd across from the UA 

municipal  building. We will meet at 12:30 pm for a 

wonderful buffet lunch, fellowship, and great 

view. We have made reservations, make sure you ac-

knowledge the callers, so we can give the restaurant a 

total of guests arriving for lunch. All are welcome, 

bring a friend, ask a new member or visitor to come 

along for lunch and  fellowship. Remember to think 

green and carpool if possible. Questions, call Peggy 

Hicks at 457-6582.  

     ªConnect at Covenantº  bookets are available at 

the information table. 

                               Other News continued 
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Please call the church office with your new address. 
 As bulk mail, the Communicator is not forwarded and 

 is returned to the church at a cost of 82 cents. 

For the May 2008 Issue of Your Communicator  
Information for the April issue should be emailed by  
Monday, April 7, to JP, Communications Administrator:   
 joanpogalies@covenantpcusa.org 
Include all contact information and what, when, who, 
where, how and why. 
 
The May 2008 Communicator will be assembled for mail-
ing on Thursday, April 17 at 9:00 am in Fellowship Hall. 
We'd love to have your help. Call the church office at  
614-451-6677 to volunteer. 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
Tracy Keenan, Senior Pastor 

Weldon Adams, Minister of Music 
Katie Kinnison, Director of Christian Education 

Michele Nordine, Interim Director of Youth Ministry 
James Mehler, Parish Associate 

Ingrid Brooker, Financial & Membership Administrator 
JP Pogalies, Communications Administrator 

Lloyd Muench, Facilities Manager 
 

Church Office: 614-451-6677  Fax: 614-451-1326 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri  8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Website: www.covenantpcusa.org  


