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B < and talk for a few minutes about how they have experienced God in their lives.

Everyone’s story is different. We might hear of dramatic revelations one day and hear
bout quiet and gentle day-to-day dawnings on another. Some of us might tell of diffi-
cult struggles and others of us might tell of small successes that another person might
not have noticed as a faith building experience. We who are listening will be able to
relate to some and not so much to others. But the best part about sharing our faith
stories with one another is that we all begin to listen to our lives a little differently.

We might:
Sharpen our God-recognition antennae,
Deepen our trust in God’s providence,
And grow in the kind of wisdom that helps us to navigate our way through this
world of ours.

Finding the Freedom to Love
A Workshop on Forgiveness
with Katie Kinnison

Sunday, June 10, 2007
12:00-3:00 p.m. in the Lounge
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Part of our commitment to one another in the church community is to support one an-
other in our lives of faith. Telling our stories is a way to strengthen how we do that.
And as we learn how to do that, we will find that we are also learning how to articulate
our faith so that we can share it with the world.

Grace and Peace,

Tracy
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aVemAmnt News

An Update from the Giving Committee

“Reaching forward to what lies ahead” is this year’s theme for our stewardship
drive. A big thank you to everyone who has turned in their pledge cards. As of
May 22, we have received pledges totaling close to $580,000.00 which is 84%
of our goal. Your pledges help next year’'s ministry teams plan their programs
and help us reach out to others. As a reminder, if you haven't turned in your
pledge card, please consider doing so. Pledge cards are located on the Wel-
come Table in the hallway or in the church office.

Updates from Tracy
Update on the Interim Youth Ministries Search: At the time this newsletter is going to press, we are
interviewing several candidates for this position. Keep us in your prayers as we seek God’s guidance in
supporting our youth!

Update on Associate Pastor Nominating Committee: The Church Officer Nominating Committee has
been taking your recommendations for Elders, Deacons, and for people to serve on the Associate Pastor
Nominating Committee (APNC) and we should have a slate for the APNC ready for congregational ap-
proval soon. Thank you for all your suggestions, and please continue to keep all of this transition work in
your prayers.

Congregational Meeting, Sunday, June 10 at 12:05 p.m.
The Session of Covenant Presbyterian Church calls a meeting of the congre-
gation for Sunday, June 10, 2007 at 12:05 p.m. in the Sanctuary, for the pur-
pose of electing an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. The slate of
nominees to be presented consists of Margaret Clark, Mike Davis, Amy Kend-
all, Willem Kogeler, Cathy Levy, Mark Owen, Jack Rodenfels, Leslie Scott, and
Erin Wise. Child care will be available in Room 112 during the meeting. Thank
you to everyone who submitted names for nomination, and thank you for your
continuing prayers.

Rodolfo Vazquez & Friends present

LATIN MUSIC FOR KIDS

Saturday, June 2, 2007
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Annual Report Information Due
July 1, 2007
All Commission and Committees that provide infor-

mation for Covenant's Annual Report should send
submissions to Traci Weiss, Office Administrator,

Come to the Sanctuary and listen to the cool
rhythms, harmonies, and melodies of “El Calido Vi-
ento (The Warm Breeze): Latin Music for Kids” per-
formed on the Flute, the Guitar, and a Bassoon trio.
The program will include music from Argentina, Bra-
zil, México, and more played especially for kids.
There will also be refreshments and crafts following
the concert. This concert is part of Covenant’s
2007-2008 Concert Series, and is free and open to
the public.

by Sunday, July 1, 2007. Due to the change in the
fiscal year last year, all submissions should include
a report for January 2006 through December 2006
and a report for January 2007 through June 2007.
Even if you had previously submitted the Annual
Report information for 2006, please re-submit the
information as it has most likely been lost due to
recent computer network and email malfunctions.
Please bring reports to the church office or send
email copies to: traciweiss@covenantpcusa.org.
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Board of Deacons - April 24, 2007

The Covenant Presbyterian Board of Deacons met in regular session on April 24, 2007.

Guests Janet Muench and Beverly Schmidt addressed the group concerning the Older Adults Conference
they attended. Both spoke passionately about what they learned at the conference. Afterward, the Dea-
con Board dissembled to discuss Covenant’s seniors ministry, with extra emphasis on involving more
older adults, and meeting their material and spiritual needs. This discussion was particularly timely in light
of the luncheon that is being planned for older adults on May 20, 2007.

Jim Mehler, staff liaison to the Deacons, reported on attending a recent COMPASS meeting. He said
COMPASS, a longtime beneficiary of Covenant Deacons funding, has been running short on money. The
group discussed helping out, but tabled the proposal for further discussion a later date.

Treasurer Jim Buchanan presented the budget, leading to general discussion.

After the smaller Deacon groups talked about Older Adults priorities, plans, and ideas. The meeting we
closed with prayer.

Covenant On the Web — the “Super” Easy Way!
Having trouble remembering how to access Covenant's Web site? Once on the Internet, just key
“uasupersite.com” and then press the “Enter” key on your keyboard. Click on “Churches”, scroll down to
Covenant and click on its name, and you are immediately taken to our web site.

AND — while you are at the Supersite, you can:
Check the Upper Arlington calendar of events;
Sign-up for a weekly UA Supersite E-News of upcoming UA community events and business happenings;
Take a look at the list of children’s activities and summer programs;
Find out about UA’'s Senior Resources;
Get travel ideas;
Place an ad;
Check out the latest “emergency” information, and on and on...

“uasupersite.com” provides an all-inclusive online resource for UA, with one, easy-to-remember Web ad-
dress. Did you know that there are nearly 40 churches listed in UA? So, try this out to get to Covenant’'s
Web site. It's easy and fast.

This information brought to you by Covenant’s Adult Learning Commission, Ann Teske, Chair.
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2500's Youth News

Connections & Chi Rho: 2007 Summer Mission Trips
June 9-13: The Pittsburgh Project (Connections) - 10 middle school students and 3 adult leaders.
July 20-28: Barnesville, Minnesota (Chi Rho) - 15 high school students and 4 adult leaders.

It is hard for me to believe that Summer is here again and that in a few short weeks we’ll be off serving others
in Pittsburgh, PA and Barnesville, MN. By the time you read this, most of the planning for these trips will al-
ready be done and we will be counting down the days until our departure. | have one final request of each of
you. Please pray for us. Pray that we are granted safe travels and that we remain safe while working. Pray
for the people we are going to serve whom we haven't even met yet. Pray for the students, that these trips
would open their eyes to how God is present in their lives, how God loves them, and how God can use them
to do great things. Pray that our leaders would not grow weary and would be an example of Christ’'s compas-
sion, love, and mercy to all the students. | believe that prayer makes a difference, and | believe that the mis-
sion trips we take our students on have an incredible impact on them and those they serve and so | would
love to have our whole congregation “with us” in prayer for these transformative trips. | thank you all for the
support and prayers you have given our youth mission efforts already, and | thank you in advance for all the
prayers you will pray for us while we are on our trips.

God Bless,

Jason, Director of Youth Ministries

Wanted: Interim Youth Ministries Director

We have been looking at our local seminaries for a part-time youth director to work with us
from June 2007 to June 2008 (overlapping with our current director, Jason Rea, before he
leaves to attend seminary in New Jersey.) We are open to the possibility of hiring someone
full-time for this yearly position. The job involves two mission trips this summer and then Mid-
dle School and High School youth ministries throughout the school year. Spread the word!

Interested Persons Should Contact: Rev. Tracy Keenan, Senior Pastor
614-451-6677 ext. 14 or tracykeenan@covenantpcusa.org

Congratulations to the Class of 2007
Kyle Becker graduated summa cum laude in mechanical engineering from the University of Notre Dame
on May 200, 2007.
Erika Brooker will graduate from Upper Arlington High School on June 3, 2007, and she will attend The
Ohio State University this fall.
Elizabeth Hayes graduated from the University of Findlay this May in Occupational Therapy, and she
plans to continue with her coursework and clinical work to earn a Master’s degree in this same field.
Elizabeth Lovett will graduate from Upper Arlington High School on June 3, 2007, and she will attend the
University of Wisconsin - Madison this fall.
Elizabeth Marsh will graduate from Upper Arlington High School on June 3, 2007, and she will attend the
University of Dayton this fall.
Kathleen Sickles will graduate from Upper Arlington High School on June 3, 2007. Her post-graduation
plans were not available at the time of this printing.
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Thanks You

The CCH Annual Marsha Donner Mother’s Day Brunch — From Jim Mehler

Thanksgiving to God and gratitude for Covenant’s generous support of this annual event for homeless moth-
ers and their children.

| arrived at the downtown YWCA on Mother's Day about 12:30 p.m. and was greeted by a few of my friends
from the Sunday morning breakfast class. | had some explaining to do, letting them know that at this event |
was not representing the Breakfast Class church, but representing the faith community of Covenant Presbyte-
rian Church who were supporters of the brunch. | also had a chance to speak with Bill Casto and Zach Reat,
two of the leaders of the Coalition, who expressed their personal gratitude for Covenant’s support. The gen-
erous support of Covenant provided for two tables of ten families each plus a few more. When Covenant’'s
gifts were totaled, Covenant became a Major Sponsor of the event.

There were mothers and children everywhere (about 350 by first count)...spilling out from the ballroom to
every nook and cranny on the 4th floor. As you can see from the list of activities below, there were many ex-
citing opportunities offered for the families. | was overwhelmed by the response to the “Professional Portraits”
activity. Mothers and children were lined up in the hall to get their families photographed by professional pho-
tographers. Using digital technology, the photos were printed on the spot. After viewing the finished product,
families were given an opportunity to select a frame for their family portrait. It reminded me of the last time a
photo directory was produced here at Covenant. Families gathered, smoothing down cow-licks, adjusting
make-up, trying to get everyone to smile at the same time. But, for how many of these mothers and their chil-
dren was this their first family portrait? Snickers and smiles, sisters needling brothers about how goofy they
looked, brothers teasing sisters about how long they spent in the “make-up room” getting ready for their pic-
ture. Sometimes life’s simple joys (or embarrassments) are easily overlooked.

| invite you to continue in prayer for the work of the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless (CCH). Remember
too those many mothers and children unknown to us who, for a day, experienced some of that “good news”
which binds us together in Christ.
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"Salt & Light" [For Al

Collection of Toiletries for Open Shelter

Help the Open Shelter provide toiletries for their homeless residents. The Deacons will assemble these items
into individual hygiene kits. Sample sizes (such as hotels provide for their guests) are preferred, but all sizes
are helpful. There is a box just inside the door of the Pastors’ area labeled “Hygiene Kits.” Please place your
items there throughout the year. Items needed for this special mission project include:

Small bars of soap Sample sizes of toothpaste
Sample sizes of shampoo & conditioner Toothbrushes

Sample sizes of lotion Disposable razors

Sample sizes of deodorant & antiperspirant

The Prayer Chain

The Prayer Chain sponsored by the Board of Deacons invites Covenant members and friends to pray for oth-
ers as well as to request prayers. If you would like to join the Prayer Chain, please contact the church office
at 451-6677 and tell the receptionist. The Prayer Chain Coordinator will contact you. Similarly, if you would
like to request prayers for someone or for yourself, please call the church office with your request. Whenever
possible, please obtain the permission of the person for whom you are requesting prayers.

Manna Project International: Help One of Our Own Help Others

Dear Covenant Family: On July 6, 2007, | will be boarding a plane for Managua, Nicaragua to begin a thir-
teen-month period of community service with the Manna Project International (MPI), a non-profit organization
committed to community development work in Third World countries.

The work | will be doing with MPI will focus on improving the lives of the inhabitants of La Chureca, which,
hard to believe it, is Managua’'s garbage dump. There are over 1500 people who call the trash site of La
Chureca home, making their shelters from scrap metal, getting their subsistence from leftover rotten food,
and lacking satisfactory health care. MPI works directly with a health clinic that provides for this community
and it is in this environment that | will expend the majority of my efforts. Additionally, | will be organizing after
school athletic programs for the local children of La Chureca, teaching in an MPI school, performing physical
labor to advance other MPI development projects, and learning the organizational mechanisms by which an
international non-profit such as MPI operates.

To be able to help this community for the full 13-month commitment, | need to find a way to raise $6,500.00
to cover my basic living expenses while in Nicaragua. If you are interested in donating, you may donate
online at www..mannaproject.org by designating my name (Geoff Stetson) when making the donation, or by
mailing your donation payable to Manna Project International with my name (Geoff Stetson) in the memo line
to my home address: 3366 Redding Road, Columbus, OH 43221. All contributions are tax-deductible.

If you would like to donate specific items, please send or give them to me by July 1, 2007, and | will bring
them with me or arrange to have them sent directly to Managua. Items needed include: Sports equipment
(baseball bats, gloves, soccer cleats, soccer balls, practice jerseys), used clothing and shoes, art supplies,
toothbrushes/toothpaste, vitamins (adults and children), books in Spanish, and board games.

Again, thank you so much for all of your support. Know that your donations are not only helping me, but you
are helping a very needy community in Nicaragua. Sincerely, Geoff Stetson

dal tretehl

Katie's Corner

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?
- | Corinthians 3:16

This is my favorite truth of Pentecost. We, you, and |, are dwelling places of the Holy One. We can look
within ourselves for the wisdom and power and love of God. That still small voice speaks from inside us, too.
(Yes, we find God'’s voice in sermons and scripture and words spoken by others and by events in our lives —
but also from within us.) That creative and redeeming power wants to move from within us out into the world.
If the Church — and remember Pentecost is when we celebrate the birth of this wondrous, complicated,
messy gift of Church — if the Church were to remember, consciously, every day, who we are and what we
are called to be, nothing would ever again be the same.

So, remember. Know that God has filled each of us with the Holy Spirit, that you as a child of God bear God
into the world. You are completely beloved, and you have every thing you need to do God'’s work of loving.
Yours is a joyful, difficult, and amazing calling. Know this, and be free to be amazing.

Finding the Freedom to Love: A Workshop on Forgiveness
Sunday, June 10, 2007 12:00-3:00 p.m.

Join Katie Kinnison in the Lounge on Sunday, June 10 for this special workshop on forgiveness. We will
learn the difference between forgiveness and justice, why we are called to forgive, and what'’s involved in the
process of forgiving. We all have things to forgive, and we all find it hard to do it. Stop feeling guilty and
come hear the good news of the freedom Jesus offers. As Jesus says in the gospel of John, “If you don’t
forgive sins, what are you going to do with them?” (The Message John 20:23b). The cost of the workshop,
lunch, and a very good book is $15.00. Call the church office at 614-451-6677 to register for this workshop.
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B9 2001: Graat Bihla Ree

General Information: Come explore the Great Bible Reef as we Dig Deep into God’s Word from 9:00
a.m. until 12:00 p.m. July 30 through August 3. The registration fee is $15.00 per child or $30.00 per
family if registered by June 30. These fees will increase July 1. Our VBS kids are from three years old
to those students entering fifth grade, but everyone is welcome to come and play with us. We would love
to have older children, youth, and grown-ups to come and help with this special ministry.

Participate Through Prayer: Pray for us: pray for the children who will be coming; pray that we reach
out and invite children to come; pray for the families; pray for joyful, loving, and faithful teachers and staff;
pray that we share the love of Christ and that the Holy Spirit floods our hearts to overflowing!

Participate as a Teacher or Staff Member: All teachers and staff are invited to join us on Sunday, July
15 at 9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will meet between the services, and tell you everything you need
to know to help make this a VBS that will give wonderful glory to God.

Participate by Building a Coral Reef: Please join us in Fellowship Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
on Saturday, July 21 and Saturday, July 28. We have a coral reef to sculpt, fish to make (artistic talent
is not required), a whale to replicate (can't you just hear God say “Where were you when | made the Le-
viathan?”), and...someone needs to figure out how to make an anemone!

Participate by Providing Supplies: You are always so wonderful about bringing in the supplies we need
to make VBS an adventure. Thank you! Thank you! This year, some of the things we need are: pot-pie
size aluminum pans; anything aquatic or anything that could be turned into a fish, a sea plant, a sea
horse; blue and green material (we need this place to shout “Ocean!”); and old CDs (they make great re-
flective fish)!

You Are Invited: We will have a VBS performance and picnic on Thursday evening, August 2 at
6:00 p.m. The evening will include a brief program and a meal of hot dogs and the food we bring to
share. It's a joyful time, and you are all invited. Also, we invite our VBS kids to join us for worship on
Sunday, August 5 at 11:00 a.m. to sing some songs from the Great Bible Reef.

For more information or to volunteer: Contact Katie Kinnison, Director of Christian Education, at 614-451-
6677 x19 or katherinekinnison@covenantpcusa.org or Erin Wise at erinwise3@yahoo.com.
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o Forum & More.

The Forum in the Lounge: oOur Spring lecture series “Stewardship of Our Earth” will conclude with
the forums on June 3 and June 10. On June 17, Jason Rea will join us to share his insights regarding
“Emerging Worship”. Come learn some new ideas about the practice and purpose of worship, new ideas with
ancient roots, new ways of being Church that give praise to the Lord our God. From June 24 through July
29, our staff will lead a series of forums about things we do every day, things we do without giving them a
second thought. For instance, we eat and we spend money every day. Do we do those things as disciples of
Jesus Christ? What difference does our faith make in the thousand simple choices we make every day of our
lives? How can some simple, more mindful acts do more to bring about the kingdom of God? Think of this as
practical theology. Come talk together with us about how our lives can better reflect the power and love and
peace of our gracious God.

June 3: “Easy Ways to Go Green” with Covenant’s Justice and Peace Ministry Team.
June 10: “Pressing Environmental Issues in Ohio” with Dr. Leanne Jablonski.
June 17: “Emerging Worship” with Jason Rea, Director of Youth Ministry.

June 24 through July 29 —Ten Things To Do: A Forum Series on Practical Theology.
June 24: “Practical Theology: Eating”

July 1: “Practical Theology: Getting and Spending”

July 8: “Practical Theology: Being Busy and Productive”
July 15: “Practical Theology: Resting”

July 22:  “Practical Theology: Communicating with God”
July 29: “Practical Theology: Being in Relationship”

Hospice Now Available to Central Ohio Elders
A new hospice for older adults and their families is giving comfort to those dealing with the physical,
emotional pain near life’s end.

The team, including a chaplain, is focused on:
Managing patients’ pain and symptoms;
Providing needed drugs, medical supplies, and equipment;
Coaching the family on how to care for their older family member;
Offering spiritual care; and
Providing bereavement care and counseling to surviving family and friends.

Senior Independence Hospice is available in various settings throughout the Central Ohio community — in
patients’ homes, relatives’ homes, assisted living apartments, etc. — wherever there is a need.

For more information, please call 614-433-0031.

Senior Independence is a division of Ohio Presbyterian Retirement Services (OPRS), the largest and most experienced not-for-profit
provider of continuing care retirement communities and services in Ohio. Senior Independence and OPRS’ mission is to provide
older adults with caring and quality services toward the enhancement of physical, mental, and spiritual well-being consistent with the
Christian Gospel.
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Worship in June
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Worship in July
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Rodolfo Vazquez, Flute, in Recital, June 24 at 3:00 p.m.
On Sunday, June 24 at 3:00 p.m., Covenant’s own Rodolfo Vazquez, Flute, will present a re-
cital. You may recall that Rodolfo offered an open rehearsal session at the end of May for this
particular recital. Come and spend part of a summer afternoon soaking up these beautiful
melodies. This program will be held in the Sanctuary and is open to the public.

Musicians Needed for Summer Worship

Singers and instrumentalists are welcome to volunteer to

participate in our summer services If you are interested
in helping to provide music during July and August,

Dreamweavers Bell Ensemble in Concert, June 26 at 7:00 p.m.
On Tuesday evening, June 26, Covenant will host a touring Bell Ensemble from Colorado.
One of the members of the ensemble is Julie Chapman, daughter of Ken and Donna Chap-
man. The ensemble is making a tour to the east of Colorado and visiting the home towns of
its members. The six members for the group will play a large number of bells and a wide vari-
ety of music. Come and enjoy the music and be fascinated by the technical and musical abili-
ties of this ensemble. The program will be held in the Sanctuary.

please contact:
Weldon Adams, Minister of Music
614-451-6677 ext. 20
weldonadams@covenantpcusa.org
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