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TheWork of Play

Fred Rogers used to say that for children play is
serious learning. And it’ strue that the lessons children
learn through play — skill, flexibility, strength,
optimism, and creative problem-solving, to name just
afew —arelessonsthey need to live healthy and
congtructive lives. But play does not end with
childhood. Grown-ups need play in order to keep
growing and learning, to aleviate stress, and even to
serve as acatalyst for persona and community
transformation.

We are accustomed to thinking of play as something
we do only when work isfinished. Wethink of it asa
luxury of leisurethat is afforded only by grim and
dutiful labor. But if you have ever watched achild
absorbed in play, you have seen someone hard at
work. Perhaps they are being about the business of
building or creating or accomplishing agoal. Perhaps
it is beauty they are seeking or simply the deep
satisfaction of mastering some kind of fesat.

Why would any of ustry to separate the richness and
joy of play from any worthwhile activity?

Sometimes | think musicians have an advantage when it
comes to understanding “the work of play.” They know
what it isto practice, to repeat over and over the desired
activity until it becomes automatic and natura, and then
they can begin to lose themsdvesin the beauty asthey
play, redly play, in every sense of the word.

Athletes, too, have a good understanding of the work
it takesin order to play. They stretch and exercise and
practice rigoroudy so that they canredly... play! The
moves, the plays, the strategies, the improved strength
and flexibility, al cometogether in the joy of the
game.

Thelife of faith has its disciplines — prayer, worship,
service, study — and when we practice them regularly,
they become part of who we are. Recognizing God's
presence becomes an integral part of our thoughts and
actions, and we find ourselves taking part in adrama
far bigger than our own trivial egos. Aswe lose
ourselvesin the beauty of that play, we find our true
work and meaning revealed.

So, find away to deepen your faith thisfall. Makeit a
point to come to church to worship with your
community each week. Get involved in one of the
many opportunities to stretch and grow through aclass
or discussion group. Break out of your ordinary
routines and visit the Open Shelter or serve breakfast
to the homeless down at Centra. Spend some quality
time with the Holy One on a frequent enough basis
that you can recognize the Divine Presencewhen it is
offering you guidance or wisdom... or maybejust
some sheer joy! Learn to play again and lose yourself
in God.

Grace and Peace,



C h Il St |an Ed u Cat |ON contact Katie Ki nnison, 451-6677, katherinekinnison@covenantpcusa.org

Sunday Morning Education Hour 9:45-10:45 am

ADULTS:

x The Forum: Early History of the Christian Church, Lounge
Sept. 7 “Church Beginnings’ - Roman Empire, Fall of the Temple, and Early Expansionsto Turkey
Dr. John Clabeaux, Asst. Prof., Sacred Scripture, Pontifical College Josephinum School of Theology.
Sept. 14 “Creating Christendom” - Constantine and the Legalization of Christianity.
Dr. Jeff Jaynes, Chair, Church History, Methodist Theological School in Ohio.
Sept. 21 “What is Orthodoxy?” - Early Christian Creeds and Councils
Dr. Jeff Jaynes, Chair, Church History Methodist Theological School in Ohio.
Sept. 28 “Veterans Support Task Force” - Recipient of Covenant's portion of the 2008 Peacemaking Offering.
Rev. Phil Bougher, PSV Justice and Peace Committee

x The Wired Word: Whereis God in This? Room 120. Make connections between our world and our faith.
x Parents' L ounge, Room 120. Bring your coffee down and visit with other parents.

YOUTH (grades 6-12):
x The Gospel Accordingto The Simpsons, Karen's office.

CHILDREN:
Treasure Finders

x Food & Faith, 9:30 am, Playground and/or Rm. 104
Join us under the tent for a bite of breakfast, ataste of prayer, and a generous portion of enjoying each other's company.

x Love & Learning, 9:45am, Lounge
Study the mission of our church and learn how children answer the call to love boldly and well.
Sept. 7 Love God;  Sept.14 Love Others;  Sept. 21 Make Disciples; Sept. 28 Israel Wants aKing: Samuel

Children’s Field Trip: Wed. Night Dinners
Cleveland Zoo October 1—November 19
Sat., September 20 6pm New $3 Dinner

7:00 am; return 6:30 pm 7:30-8:30 pm Programs:

RSVP by September 12

Come to the Cleveland Zoo for another Rainforest
Adventure. See the website, church bulletin or
flyer on the Welcome Table for more information,
including admission fees. Take alook at the zoo Youth (grades 6-12)

online at www.clemetzoo.com. x Bible study and/or conversational Spanish

Adults
x Eclipsing Empire: Paul, Rome, and the Kingdom of God
x Faith and American Politics

Children (age 3to gradeb)
x Power Play with Shane and friends.

Watch for details in upcoming Bulletins and Communicator.
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Christian Education continued

Katie's Corner alittle smarter. On the

I'm leaving in afew hoursto

go on Study Leaveto try to get other hand, | know that this really isn't about being
alittle smarter. |I've been going smarter. It's about being filled up with God's love. So,
back and forth on what to write thisiswhat I' ve decided to say this day: if we can live

ﬁ here because | need to have the so that God' s love bubbles up from within usin what
Communicator articlesin

we say and do, the kingdom of God will be herein its

before | go. Thereis so much to say about how we glorious fullness. Whatever helps you revel in and
live as people who love God, about what it means to reveal the love of God + do that. Remember that you
do our best to follow Jesus Christ, about the are God' s beloved and that you are called forth for
implications of being living temples of the Holy good things. We are to be gifts one to another, gifts of
Spirit. Sometimes | don't know where to begin. | God's grace and joy and peace. May each of usfind
guess that's one of the reasons | do thingsto try to be the things that strengthen usin love so that we may

Adults Small Groups

Sunday Night Bible Study

Starts September 7, 6:30 pm (7:00 pm on first Sundays after alternative worship), Room 120

| led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love. | was to them like those who lift infantsto their cheeks.
| bent down to them and fed them. Hosea 11:4 Discuss a new book of the Bible: Hosea. Hoseais called a minor
prophet because his book is short, but the passionate and |oaded metaphors on these pages burst with the power of
the gospels, as the prophet' s personal life illustrates the relationship between God and God' s people.

Men! Connect With God Over Breakfast? Surviving Divorce

Begins Sat., September 27, (4th Sat. of month) Wednesdays 7:30-9 pm, Lounge
8:00am, TheLounge Our God stays with us through

High School Gradsand up brokenness and creates new wholeness.
Have breakfast and hear about alifetime journey of connecting with Divorceisalong process and a different
God. Rev. Jim will cook eggs (and egg beaters) and make coffee. There  journey for each person. People need to
will be an opening devotional reading; areflection on the reading; a hear the good news of God's saving

Scripture reading; and take-home questions and exercises. Our sample grace. If you have healing to do, learn
session is on @Wrestling With God: WWE Smackdown In The Bible.° what it meansto heal, to forgive, to find
There' sasign-up sheet posted outside Jim' s office in the Pastoral Staff new ways of being. Contact Katie.
office area. Or email jimmehl er@covenantpcusa.org.

Food and Faith

x North Market, Sat., September 6, 8:30 pm

Meet at the church at 8:30 am and carpool. The Market has coffee, pastries and locally grown produce and more,
so eat breakfast there. RSV P to Katie Kinnison or Susal Imel.

x Growing Season: The Life of a Migrant Community

Fri., September 12, 6:00-9:00pm, The Martin De Porres Center, 2330 Airport Dr.

6:00 pm buffet supper followed by the program; Suggested: $15 dinner/program; $10 program only
RSVP by Sept. 8 at 416-1910

David Hassler and Gary Harwood share their experiences documenting the lives of Mexican-American and
Mexican migrant families who live and work on a Hartville, OH farm. The opportunity to attend this program is
being offered by Covenant's Adult Learning Commission. Information: http://www.columbusdominicans.org/
whatwedo/outreach/mdpEvents.htm. For carpooling contact Susan Imel or Katie Kinnison.
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Christian Education continued
Adults Small Groups continued

Tuesday Evening Prayer, Chapel Dear Heart Come Home:

7:00 -8:00 pm Prayer The Path of Midlife Spirituality

8:00 -8:30 pm Lesson Mon., September 8 (intro meeting)

We pray for our church and the stu_ff of our 7:00 -8:00 pm, Lounge

lives and the world. Then we pray in This book by Joyce Rupp offers various images and ideas to
silence for 20 minutes. Those who wish help us consider the shape of our lives and the rich possibilities
can stay for aDVD to learn more about within. Call or email Katieif you need a copy of the book.
Contemplative Prayer.

Unbinding Your Heart: 40 Days of Centering Prayer Wor kshop

Prayer & Faith Sharing Sun., October 5, 12-6:00pm, L ounge

Begins September 3, Wednesdays, Registration $30

Noon, Room 120 This practice of daily prayer draws on ancient traditions of the
Work through these chapters about praying church in which we learn to cease striving and allow ourselves
actively and learning to share our faith. to be with God in love. The workshop isled by Anita Doonan,
Contact Katie for a copy of the book. atrained teacher with Mid-Ohio Contemplative Outreach.

Lunch and an afternoon snack will be provided. Copies of
Open Heart, Open Mind will be available at a reduced cost.
Brochures are on the wel come table and check the church web
site or contact Katie Kinnison for information.

YOUt h Contact Karen Ware Jackson, 451-6677, karenjackson@covenantpcusa.org

Hey, Covenant Youth and Families! group and plan our fall semester. | hope to see you all
|@n so excited to get to know you al and get busy! We there! Karen

are going to start off with two very important events. Save these dates:

The Kick-Off party isfor youth and their parents to get Sun., Sept. 7, 7-8:30 pm: Connections,

to know me better and start envisioning the youth Chi Rho, and Parents Kick-Off Party
program. The opening retreat for both Connections and Sept. 12-13: Connections Opening Retreat

Chi Rho will be atime for usto play and pray asa Sept. 13-14: Chi Rho Opening Retreat

Deacon News

Deacon Sundays

On Sun., September 28 you will have the opportunity to learn more about the many and varied ministries of your
Deacons. At both worship services, they will highlight a number of those ministries and will focus on COMPASS.
COMPASS (Church Outreach Ministries Program of Assistance and Social Service) isaministry which helps people
with acute and immediate needs that cannot be resolved adequately or quickly enough by existing public program.
After assessment, the family' s needs for assistance with housing, rent, utilities, etc. may be met through referrals or
from funds raised by the partner churches. Covenant is one of the charter member churches of COMPASS and is one
of the primary sources of funding among the 20 partner churches. Beginning in September, the Deacons invite you to
become a 2hands-on® partner by putting new or gently used towels and wash cloths in laundry baskets in the Narthex
for distribution through COMPASS' clothes closet. In October, laundry baskets will be made available for donations
of socks of al sizes (children, youth, adult) for distribution through COMPASS. Thank you for your participation.
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Other News

Greeter Training 12:30, Sun., September 14, Lounge
We are looking for people with friendly faces and an interest in making Covenant a more welcoming place to visit.
Come for pizzaand learn how to help new folks feel a home here.

Lay Reader Training 12:30, Sun., September 21, L ounge
We are looking for people of all ages interested in providing meaningful lay leadership for our worship services.
Veteran scripture readers and newbies find ways to enhance participation in worship. Pizzawill be provided.

Fall Garage Sale Bring Two Friendsto Church This Year
Fri., October 3 and Sat., October 4 If you think Covenant has something worthwhile to
Setup up begins Mon., September 29. offer people, your mission isto introduce two

friends to what God is doing at Covenant, two
people who do not already belong to another
congregation. You don't have to bring them both the
same day. Y ou might have to invite 40 before the
first friend accepts your invitation, but you have a
whole year to do it. Start this week.

Begin saving items, but wait until the 29" to bring them
to church. During the week of the sale, men will be
needed to pick up larger items and pricers will be needed
for toys and clothing. A bake sale will beincluded this
year, so consider contributing. If you can help, call Susan
Imel, 262-7444. Look for sign-up sheets in the hallway.

Greenieasksyouto Why takethispledge? more than 2.5 million tons of carbon
take the Pledge: Manufacturing and trucking water dioxide. Trucking those heavy bottles
Break the Bottled Water ~ Pottlesto homesthat have cleantap  emits even more greenhouse
Habit by Thinking Outside the water is particularly wasteful. gases. Beyond the climate impact,
Bottle and using a reusable water Americans consumed 31.2 billion there' s the massive waste + 86% of
bottle. Support local officialsto stap liters of water in 2006 + nearly nine  water bottles aren't recycled + and
spending public funds on bottled liters per month for every man, water bottling isalso, ironicaly, a
woman, and child. Manufacturing very water-intensive endeavor. The

water and prioritize strong public

water systems over bottled water those bottles requires 900,000 tons of  Pacific Institute tells us that it takes

plastic, the equivalent of morethan  three liters of water to produce one

profits 17 million barrels of oil, and emits  liter of bottled water! Check http://
Real Help for Darfur On the web, Google Darfur, read 2A Problem from

Y ou can help end the slaughter of people. Last month,

Mark Hanis, Executive Director of the Genocide Hell® or spend an hour in the library. How can we be
Intervention Network, spoke at Covenant at the appropriately and responsively compassionate if we
invitation of the Little Minyan don't alow ourselves to know. Second, call 800-436-
(www.littleminyan.com). Go to 6243 once aweek and ask your friends to do the same.
www.genocideintervention.net or see brochures on the Thistoll free number is sponsored by Genocide
welcome table for information, but here are two things Intervention. Punch in your zip code and they'l|

you can do now. First, take time to educate yourself. connect you with your State Reps. Tell them Darfur

Mortland Scholar ship and Per manent Funds Ministry

In June we announced the recipients of the Jean Mortland Memorial Scholarship: Covenant member Jason
Radcliff, who is going to Gorton-Conwell Seminary, and former Covenant staff member Traci Weiss, who is
going to Westminster Choir College. Thisisawonderful example of away that one can create a gift that continues
to bless others year after year. Jean Mortland' s family asked that her bequest be used to create a scholarship for
music or theological education for people related to Covenant Presbyterian Church. People can create their own
gifts, not only as parts of their estates, but in specia gifts along life's path.
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Other News continued

CHOIR REHEARSALSBEGIN

Contact Weldon Adams or any choir member for times, places and procedures. It is easy to get involved and everyone is welcome.

Early Birds

Rehearses Sundays at 8:00am and sings for the early service. The
music is easily learned and includes music from unison to SATB.

Chancel Choir

Rehearsss Thursdays at 7:30pm and singsfor the second service. Members
a0 9ng for ecumenicd eventsand severd concertsesch yeer.

Campanile Bell Choir

Rehearses Tuesdays from 5:15 to 7:00pm and plays for worship
monthly. Music ranges from pieces for three-octave choirsto five-
octave choirs. This choir recently acquired new Choirchimesin the

lowest octave.
Bell Ensemble

Rehearses Tuesdays at 4:30 pm and plays for worship occasionaly.

Two to six members use many techniques to ring the bells. Some

Merrymakers

experienceisrequired.

Our recorder ensemble rehearses Sundays at 1:00 pm and plays for

worship several times each year. The music is drawn from the
Renai ssance and Baroque periods and is played on six sizes of

Recorders. It incorporates singers, percussion, strings, and wind

year.

instruments in its programming. They present one concert each

Instrumentalists and Soloists

Instrumentalists and soloists are welcome to participate in our
music program and are often featured with the choirsor in

incidental music in the services. See Weldon Adams if interested.

Open Shelter Picnic Dinner Prep, Thurs., Sept. 4, 1:00 pm, Church Kitchen

Covenant has been asked to help with another Open Shelter dinner. We will prepare the picnic dinner, load the food into
cars and deliver it to Broad St. Methodist Church for dinner at 5:00 pm. Can you help with any part of this day? Cookies
and brownies are wel come. Bring desserts to the Covenant kitchen by 4:00 pm in disposable containers or containers
labeled with your name. Labdl all 20pen Shelter.® Sign up on the Salt and Light board.

CPW Fall Lunch

Wed., Sept. 17, 11:30 am
Lounge

Join usfor lunch and a
program about 2200 Y ears
of Presbyterian Women.°
We® show avideo of PW's
history, issues and
accomplishments, then
move to We're Not Done

Yet. A specia part will
recognize nine women who
were Charter Members
when we began 54 years
ago. The Planning
Committee is Marcia
Herrold, Mary Anna
MacQueen and Judy
Oeder. RSVP Susan Imel
imel.1@osu.edu, 262-7444,

Peanut Brittle TimelsComingin
September Buy sugar and margarine
on sale and put them in the kitchen.
Thanks to everyone who has
contributed empty coffee cans all year
long.

Mission I nterpretation Those who
wish to give a Covenant in Mission
presentation during the order of
worship must notify your Mission
Interpretation committee ASAP.
Thereis dready one from the
Deacons for December. There are no
Mission Interpretations on the first
Sunday of any month when
we celebrate Communion. Itis
important to honor the required time
limit of no more than
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90 seconds. Suzie Shoemaker, chair,

needs the topic and name of presenters
at both servicesthe Monday before.

TheMission Sewing Group
(Martha Circle) will meet Tues,
September 2 at 1 pm and isopen to
al women of the church. Wework on
projectsincluding aquilt given awvay
at the Thanksgiving gathering. Call
Diana Sanders, 847-4431.

Attention Knitters Whether a
beginner or apro, the Prayer Shawl
Circle needs you. Meet every 2" and
4" Friday, 9:30to 11 amin the
Lounge. Thisisaministry of prayer
and prayer shawls are made for those
in need. We haveyarn and if you can't

2008 Peacemaking Offering

The 2008 Peacemaking Offering will be received on
Sun., October 5. Covenant receives 25% of the
offering to donate to a cause. Last Memoria Day
Weekend, we hosted a service to honor veterans that
announced a new ministry by the Veterans Support
Task Force. This Task Force will form aministry to
veterans and deployed soldiers and their families, to
meet their spiritual and material needs. Covenant®
25% will be used as seed money. Look for more
details to come.

cometo us, you may knit at home. Call
Betsy Sebastian, 457-4383.

Play Bridge Interested bridge
players are meet in the church lounge
once amonth (except December) on
Sundays at 2:00 pm. Pairs can come or
individualswill be paired. No
reservations required. Bring a snack to
shareand acold drink for yoursdlf. Hot
drinks and ice provided. A dollar per
person each session will help pay for
prizes and supplies. Call Anneor Dick
Rorapaugh, 740-881-9934. Dates:
Sept. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9, Jan. 11, Feb.
tbd, March 8, April 19, May 31.

PiYo Exercisefor the Body and
Spirit begins Mon. September 15, 1:30
pminthe Lounge. Led by Sandy Tullet.




Worship & Music in September

SEPTEMBER 7—COMMUNION

Sermon @Gentle Correction® Psalm 149; Matthew 18:15-20 Tracy Keenan preaching
CHORAL

aSing to the Lord® Jan Pieterszoon Sweslinck Voca Quartet and Merrymakers
aJesus, Word of God Incarnate® Edward Elgar Nancy Davidson, Soloist; 8:30 Early Birds; 11 Chancel Choir
INSTRUMENTAL

aCome, Praise Him® (Psalm 95) Jan Pieterszoon Sweslinck Merrymakers
aToccatain C Mgor® Jan Pieterszoon Sweslinck Weldon Adams, Organ

6:00pm Sermon “ Stompin’ Praise” - Come hear the new wor ship band!

SEPTEMBER 14

Sermon 21t's About Forgiveness® Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 Tracy Keenan preaching

CHORAL 8:30 & 11:00

aChildren of the Heavenly Father® Swedish Folk tune, Arr. Paul S§olund 8:30 Early Birds; 11:00 Chancel Choir

11:00 2Here' s One® Spiritual, Arr. Mark Hayes Susan Westberg, Soloist; Chancel Choir

INSTRUMENTAL

aChorae Prelude on Children of the Heavenly Father® Robert Hobby

aToccatain E Minor® Joseph Callaerts Weldon Adams, Organ
SEPTEMBER 21

Sermon A Heckuva Way to Run aBusiness® Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45; Matthew 20:1-16 Tracy Keenan preaching

CHORAL

8:30 20ne Step He Leads® Pepper Choplin Early Birds with Bass

11:00 2L eaning on the Everlasting Arms® Arr. Mark Hayes Chancel Choir with Bass

INSTRUMENTAL

aFantasy on Hyfrydol” Hal H. Hopson Campanile Bell Choir

aCarillon® (from 24 Pieces) LouisVierne Weldon Adams, Organ

SEPTEMBER 28, 2008— Deacon Sunday

Sermon: @The Jesus Cred(entials)° Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Matthew 21:23-32 Tracy Keenan preaching
CHORAL

8:30 2A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester® L. J. White Early Birds
11:002st. Patrick' s Hymne K. Lee Scott Chancel Choir with Trumpet
INSTRUMENTAL

aChorale Preludes on Allein Gott in der HOoh sei Her® Johann Sebastian Bach

Weldon Adams, Organ

“First-Sunday” Night Service 6:00 pm — Sanctuary — First Sunday of Each Month

Our 2First-Sunday® of the month evening services are beginning with one big addition: a new band! Under the joint
leadership of Lisa Dale Press (synth) and John Bolzenius (guitar player/singer/songwriter), the band also features
John's brother Joe ( bassist), Hojea Hooks (drummer), and Scott Henning and Tracy Keenan (vocalists). We'll be
praising God with both familiar and original music and keeping the family-friendly atmosphere. Some of our youth
will be helping to lead worship, and everyone is welcome!
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Salt & Light

Hands-On Local Mission: kits. Drop itemsin the 2Hygiene efforts. Find out more from mission

Open Shelter Kits® box located in the Pastors© presentations and from sign-up sheets

Help Mission and Social Concerns area. If you want to help assemble and posters on the Salt & Light Board
Kits contact Elizabeth Y oung, in the narthex or hall. Please consider

provide toiletries for the

homeless. Sample sizes are preferred elwebster@gmail.com, 795-0724. participating, as every one-time effort

matters. Also, watch for letters from

but al sizes help. Thereis agreat Mission Opportunities o

our Mission co-workers and read
need for deodorant, toothbrushes, and September will continueto bring Salt ) i1atin inserts. For answers to
toothpaste. Soap, shampoo, & Light opportunities for questions, contact Sandy Pritz, 451-

conditioner, lotion, and disposable participation in missions such as

razors are also needed for the hygiene | ;nches for homeless and SOS pantry 898.
October 2008 | ssue of Your Communicator Covenant L eadership Team
_October;ls_sug nfo should be emailmled lIJydM glrll Sept. 8, to JP: Tracy Keenan, Senior Pastor
oanpogalies@covenantpcusa.org. Include all contact ’ L
Informetion and what, when, who, where, how and why. Kearen Ware Jeckson, Assoc. Pestor of Youth & Family Minisiries
The October Communicator will be assembled for mailing Weldon Adams, Minister of Music
on Thur., Sept. 25 at 9 am in Fellowship Hall. We' d love K atie Kinnison, Director of Christian Education
your help. To volunteer call us at 451-6677. James Mehler. Parish Associate
Church Office: 614-451-6677 Fax: 614-451-1326 Ingrid Brooker, Financid & Membership Administrator
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 am to 4:00 pm JP Pogdies, Communications Administrator
Website: www.covenantpcusa.org LIoyd Muench, Facilities Manager
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