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S pring is the time of year when we actually see 

the return to life of all that has lain dormant for 

months. Of course, on some level, we knew that 

eventually the trees would bud, the grass thicken 

and grow, and flowers would emerge from the cold 

ground. But waiting for it when snow is swirling in 

the air and experiencing it amid sun-warmed 

breezes are two very different things. 

 

I am seeing signs of life around Covenant that are 

the fruits of seeds we have been planting over the 

past year. Children and youth are blossoming in 

their faith. The ministry to older adults is growing as 

we try to connect people to services and support.  

Small groups that meet for study and discussion are 

sending their roots deeper into the rich loam. There 

are new faces amid the familiar ones, and we will be 

welcoming a new associate pastor sometime in the 

coming year. Covenant is full of life and growth, 

and the Holy Spirit is moving here in every conceiv-

able way! 

 

Spring is the time of year when we plan how we can 

best use our resources, how we can best cultivate 

and grow living things that nourish and bring joy 

and beauty to this world.  Covenant is in the midst 

of that right now as we prepare to celebrate our 

stewardship of God’s blessings. Each of us is asked 

to study our own resources prayerfully and plan to 

share our bounty in mission and ministry. 

 

Remember that stewardship is far more than a cam-

paign to raise money “ for the church.”   You are the 

church, and Covenant’s ministry is your ministry.  

Stewardship is a tangible way of expressing our pri-

orities.  How we allocate our resources is a clear 

demonstration of what is important in our lives. 

 

By now you will have received the colorful steward-

ship booklet as well as your pledge card in the mail.  

Please sit down prayerfully with God to look at your 

budget and your assets and ask how God is calling 

you to share your resources to help Covenant to help 

others to love God, love neighbors, and to make dis-

ciples. On Sunday, May 4, we will be bringing our 

pledge cards to church and dedicating our gifts and 

our lives to God’s call. After each service, we will 

celebrate! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Tracy 
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Hands-On Local Mission: 
Donations for Open Shelter 
Help the Deacons provide toilet-
ries for their homeless residents. 
Sample sizes are preferred, but all 
sizes are helpful. There is a 
“Hygiene Kits”  box inside the 
door of the Pastors'  area. Items 
needed include: small bars of 
soap, sample sizes of shampoo, 
conditioner, lotion, deodorant/
antiperspirant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, disposable razors. 
 

Mission Sewing Group  
The mission sewing 
group meets on 
Tuesdays 1-3 pm 
working on a variety 
of projects including 

chemo caps, quilt for 
2008, scrubbies, pot holders, 

hanging towels, and layette 
blankets. The group is led by 
Martha Circle and welcomes all 
church women. We need people 
to cut fabric, pin items, hand sew, 
crochet, knit and quilt. Call Diana 
Sanders 847-4431. 

Mission Oppor tunities  
During summer there are Salt & 
Light opportunities such as Habi-
tat homes, youth mission trips, 
lunches for homeless, SOS pantry 
efforts. Find out more from sign 
up sheets, posters and mission 
presentations. Think about partici-
pating in Deacon projects. Watch 
for letters from our Mission co-
workers, read Bulletin inserts or 
contact Karen Hjelm, 326-1433, 
hjelm@columbus.rr.com.   

You are invited to a special worship service and luncheon 
honoring Covenant members who are 80 years old and older on 
Sunday, May 18. We hope you can come for the 11 am service 
and stay for a complimentary luncheon and musical program. 
Transportation will be provided if you need it. Please call the 
church office to make your reservation by Monday, May 12. 
451-6677. Sponsored by the Older Adult Ministry Team. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! Over 80? Celebrate! Upper Ar lington Senior Day is 
Second Saturday of Every Month 
The City of Upper Arlington' s Commis-
sion on Aging has initiated a Senior Ser-
vice Saturdays Program, and Covenant is 
among the churches that have joined to 
provide volunteers to perform minor 
household tasks for older adults living in 
Upper Arlington. Mark your calendar for 
the morning of Saturday May 10 (9 am to 
noon) when Covenant is scheduled for this 
outreach mission opportunity. We will be 
doing small chores and light spring clean-
ing. Sign up on the sheet on the Salt and 
Light board in the narthex; sign up early, 
sign up the family, help lighten the load of 
a Senior!  
     For our own Covenant older adults who 
live in Upper Arlington and who need help 
with small chores on Saturday May 10, 
please call Amy, U.A. Commission on Ag-
ing at 583-5326. Call by the end of April to 
make sure you aren©t closed out for that 
day. You are also eligible to call to sign up 
for help on any other second Saturday. If 
you have questions about volunteering or 
signing up, call Peggy Hicks at 457-6582. 

Adult Interest 

From Older Adult Ministry 
BOOMERS! Take Note. 
 About 20 percent of baby boomers are currently contributing 
money to their parents'  care, as reported by the Pew Research 
Center. The good news: your elderly parents may be entitled to a 
host of government and private benefits, such as home health 
care, in addition to tax relief and lower energy bills. Many of 
these services are open to low- and middle-income families. To 
see what benefits your parents may be entitled to, check out these 
web sites: 
     benefitscheckup.org – This site is easy to use, but to fill out the 
online work sheets (called “personalized reports” ), know your 
parents'  employment history, income and assets, names of medi-
cations and current expenses. 
     govbenefits.gov – This site lets you search eligibility for gov-
ernment services and provides contact information for programs. 

Salt &  L ight 



Chr istian Education  
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Katie’s Corner 
     I got the news about a 
week ago. I had some major 
projects at work coming up, 
so I said a lot of prayers and 
consoled my mom and won-
dered what to write to Aunt 
Betty and then shelved the 
whole thing as much as I 

could.  It started to move down off the shelf on Mon-
day. Now, on Wednesday, the thing is on my lap, and 
I don' t seem to be able to get much done. 
     My aunt' s breast cancer reoccurred, and it' s in her 
lungs and chest wall and thyroid.  That' s all I know 
right now.  She' s consulting with doctors today. 
I find myself missing my grandmother even more 
than usual. Gram could pray, I' ll tell you. Gram's 
prayers were formidable. 
     I'm praying all I can, and I'm grieving, and I' m  
composing words to my aunt so that she knows she  

can ask anything of me, tell me anything. I want her 
to be surrounded by love: mine, yes, but especially 
God' s. I want to remind her of God' s love. 
     I find I am deeply sad and rather distracted. I can 
feel the Spirit of God on the move, but, of course, I 
don' t know what God will do. Will there be a miracle 
or pain or loss or peace? I suspect that there will be 
lots of all of those. It seems to be the nature of life. I 
am so very thankful that my aunt can go to God now, 
that she has walked with God for many years and 
knows the Holy One, has a relationship already, 
knows who it is that she calls upon. 
     This is the best reason I know for sharing my faith 
with others, for pointing towards God and saying, 
ªLook. Taste. See. This is Good. Here is love.º  It' s 
not because I am afraid that God will put people in 
some fiery hell forever. It' s because I know we need 
God right now. We need God in this life.  We need 
God very much. 
     Amen. 

Junior Youth Group  
We've decided to take our Treasure Finding fun on the road. Children from sec-
ond grade through fifth grade are invited to come along for Junior Youth Group 
activities once a month. These will be great opportunities to share our love of 
God with friends. On Sunday, May 18 we will meet in Fellowship Hall after 
worship at 12:15 pm to go bowling. For details and to register, contact Katie. 

New Twist on the Artist’s Way:  
Walking in This Wor ld 
Join a group of us who will be working our way 
through Julia Cameron' s Walking in This World. It is 
a program involving writing and walking designed to 
nurture one' s creativity. For more information, see 
the church website or grab a brochure from The Wel-
come Table. Our first meeting is Wednesday, May 14 
at 7:00 pm in the Lounge. Books are $11. Let Katie 
know if you' d like to order one. 

Sunday Night Bible Study  
Sunday Evening Bible Study meets at 
6:30 pm in Room 120 (except on the first 
Sunday of each month when we meet at 
7:00 pm, following worship). Led by Ka-
tie Kinnison, we will begin a new study 
of Paul' s Letter to the Romans. Please 
see the church bulletin or contact Katie 
for more details.  
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Youth 
Connections and Chi Rho for Spr ing 
Connections is our group for youth in grades 6-8 who 
meet Sunday nights 5:30-7:30, eat pizza, play games, 
and worship together. Chi Rho is our group for youth 
in grades 9-12 who also meet Sunday nights from 6:30-
8:30, play games, worship together, and eat treats. Both 
groups meet in the lower level. Contact Michele Nor-
dine with any questions, concerns, or suggestions at 
michelenordine@yahoo.com or 273-5990. 

Graduate Recognition  
Covenant likes to recognize gradu-

ates in the spring, whether its high 
school, college, graduate school, or be-

yond.  We want to know who you are 
and invite you to celebrate Sunday, May 

18 at the 11:00 service with a reception to 
follow. If you know of a graduate this 

spring or from this past winter, let Michele know asap.  

Book/Bible Studies for Youth 
On Sunday mornings, 9:45-10:45 in Michele' s office, join a Bible study on the 12 apostles. It 
will be a ªjournal leading youth to Devotion—following Jesus—with readings by Mike 
Yaconelli, the father of youth ministry, at his grittiest —Scripture passages that reveal both the 
inconsistency and the passion of the disciples and questions that push youth to see even in imperfec-
tion how they can make a big difference!º (from a review on Amazon.com) Join any time. Also, join our 
studies at Panera at 7:00 am every Thursday. We are reading ªThe Screwtape Lettersº by C.S. Lewis. 

Service Opportunities  
We are trying to offer at least one 
service opportunity a month for 
youth to do as a group. On Saturday, 
May 10, we will help senior adults of 
UA with small chores and light  

 
cleaning from 9:00am-noon. Let 
Michele know by Sunday, April 27 if 
you are able to help. We would also 
like to help with the Habitat house 
project that will begin in June. To  

 
work on this you need to be 16 years 
old. Other opportunities will be serv-
ing breakfast at Central in June and 
preparing a meal for the Ronald 
McDonald house sometime soon.  

Upcoming Dates 
May 4   MANDATORY Honduras Mission Trip meeting at 9:30am.  
May 4   Connections and Chi Rho- AWAY community-wide at Meadow Park Church of God 
May 10  May service opportunity: helping UA Seniors with small chores/cleaning/repairs  
May 11  Connections and Chi Rho 
May 18  Graduate Recognition at 11:00 am service with reception following 
May 18  Last Connections and Chi Rho for the year- BIG PARTY! 
May 25  UA Senior Baccalaureate 

Chr istian Education continued 
Teacher Appreciation Celebration: A Brunch with Our Treasure Finder Families 
All Sunday School families should plan on joining us in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, June 1 at 9:45 am for a yummy 
breakfast buffet. We will honor our teachers and enjoy being together with our entire Treasure Finder Family all in 
one place. RSVP to Katie at katherinekinnison@covenantpcusa.org, so we know how much food to make. 

Treasure Finders: Sunday School at Covenant  
 

May 4 The Fruit of the Spirit 
May 11 Pentecost Party in Fellowship Hall 
May 18 Abiding with Jesus 
May 25 Looking Ahead to a Rainforest Adventure 
June 1 Teacher Appreciation Celebration 

Check out web site to 
register  for  Vacation  

Bible School scheduled 
for  July 28-August 1. 
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Deacons’ Minutes March 25 Highlights 
Rev. Jim Mehler presented a devotion based on the dif-
ference Easter makes and the difference we can make as 
individuals; gave an update on the health of several 
members and former staff members; spoke about the 
booklet "How To Connect At Covenant.º Deacon greet-
ers are being augmented with trained greeters. 
- The group was told to ask zone members if they cannot 
make it to church, if they would like a CD and/or a CD 
player to listen to services and Forums.  
- The Super Ministry Teams: Tom Hoover, the Deacon 
liaison to COMPASS, is to provide an update on COM-
PASS, which is looking for a new director; the Blood-
mobile drive provided 18 pints of blood; Jay McLean  

 
reported that CARES was meeting needs, but could use 
backup drivers. 
- Youth Deacon Sam Clark said that the Covenant Café 
generated more than $9,000, which was better than sev-
eral recent Cafes; youth basketball team was runner-up; 
ham sale went well.  
- Nancy Cowman said that Covenant©s Prayer Shawl 
ministry team has given out more than 35 shawls. Those 
who knit the shawls have donated much of materials, and 
if there were more money for this project then more peo-
ple would receive shawls. The board then unanimously 
approved funds for materials for the prayer shawls. 

Deacon News 

Stewardship Sunday 
As we approach Stewardship Sunday on May 4, let' s all consider how we can ex-
tend our individual reach as well as Covenant' s reach. Consider all that God has 
bestowed on us and how little we are asked to give in return. Consider a plan that 
will enable you to tithe with your giving, make the commitment to a half tithe this year, or increase your 
contribution by a meaningful amount this year. Whatever you prayerfully decide to do with your pledge, 
know that your pledge will extend your reach and the reach of Covenant well beyond our quiet corner. 

Other News 

Service Honors Veterans 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
will host a Worship service to 
honor all veterans on Sunday, 
May 25 at 7:00 pm. The service, 
sponsored by the Presbytery of 
Scioto Valley, is intended to offer 
thanksgiving for the sacrifices all 
our veterans have made and are 
making on behalf of our nation. 
This service will be the beginning 
of a Presbytery-wide effort to 
reach out and minister to the 
unique needs of vets and their 
families. Please join us for this 
special service. 

Greenie says, “ Recycle waste safely.”  
Take advantage of the Household Hazardous Waste 
Mobile Recycling Dates, 8 am to 2 pm: 
May 10 ± Whitehall/Gahanna, John Bishop Park, 

3850 Etna Rd. 
May 24 ± Hilliard, City Municipal Bldg, 3800 Municipal Way 

June 7 ± Reynoldsburg, Huber Park, 7260 East Livingston Ave. 
June 21 ± City of Columbus, Morse Rd. Transfer Facility, 4260 Morse  
July 12 ± Jefferson/Plain Township ± New Albany, Jefferson Twp.  
 Service Department, 6620 Havens Corner Rd. 
July 26 ± Upper Arlington, City Service Department, 4100 Roberts Rd. 
Regular Hazardous Waste Recycling at 1249 Essex Ave., April thru 
October, Wednesdays, 2 to 7 pm and Thursdays, 9am to 5 pm. See the 
bulletin board to learn what can and can' t be recycled. 

FYI  
At the December 2007 Session Meeting, nominees for 2008 
officers were presented and elected as follows: Clerk, Paul 
Morton; Assistant Clerk, Janet Becker; Treasurer, Dana 
Rudmose; Assistant Treasurer, Charlotte Sharpe. 
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Other News continued 

Once-a-Month Sunday 
Night Service Continues 

May 4 at 6:00pm 

In Sympathy 
Our congregation extends its sympathy to the family of Donald Shaw, founding pastor of Covenant,  

who died at the age of 84 on Monday, March 31. We also extend our sympathy to the family of  
Stanley Davis, who passed away March 25, and to the family of Raymond Burton, who died April 13. 

Presbyter ian Women  
Bir thday Offer ing 
In 1922, the members of Presbyte-
rian Women celebrated its birthday 
with a special offering which was a 
penny of each year of their age. 
These days, it is suggested that the 
contribution be a dime a year or 
$10 if you don' t want to disclose 
your age. This year' s total goal is 

$1.2 million. The Creative Minis-
tries Offering Committee selected 
two recipients for these offerings.   
     One is Lakewood Presbyterian 
Church Weekday School in New 
Orleans that was flooded during the 
Katrina Hurricane. Knowing some 
of our CPW plan to go there would 
inspire us to give generously.  
         The other recipient will be the 

Presbyterian Church of Kinshasa in 
the Congo where Nancy and Mike 
Haninger serve. With our relation-
ships to those groups, we hope and 
pray that we will give more gener-
ously than ever when the offering is 
received and dedicated during the 
CPW birthday luncheon meeting on 
May 21. (See below) 
 

Var iety Show/
Spaghetti Dinner 
Don' t forget to mark 
your calendar for 

Covenant' s annual Variety Show and Spaghetti 
Dinner, Saturday, May 17. Primetimers will try 
to sit together at a designated table. Bring a 
friend for an evening of good food and great 
entertainment. Call Peggy Hicks at 457-6582 
with questions. 

CPW May Luncheon 
On May 21, CPW will host a salad luncheon with birthday 
cake to celebrate everyone' s birthday throughout the year 
(yes, yours, too) at 11:45, $6. The featured speaker is Harry 
Yepriem, Director of the Open Shelter. CPW officers for 
2008-09 will be installed by Beverly Lounge, a member of 
the PW/PSV Coordinating Team. A special recognition will 
be bestowed on two members. PW Honorary memberships 
will be presented. Martha Circle will host. A special birth-
day offering will be gathered. We will ask those attending to 
please donate the following items for the Ronald McDonald 
House at Children' s Hospital in preparation for their move 
to a larger house this summer: standard size white pillow 
cases (new), pillow covers (with zippers), white flat and fit-
ted sheets. Join us for a great day of fellowship. All mem-
bers, men included, are invited. Call Betty Rupp 451-7820 
or Joan Hamilton 326-0135 to make a reservation.  

Help Ronald McDonald House Char ities  
Covenant members have been reaching out to the families of hospitalized children staying at the Ronald McDonald 
House. Our youth group has volunteered to help clean, and the CPW are donating much needed household linens at 
their May luncheon. We are looking for dedicated and passionate people like you to join us to be neighbors to these 
families in the toughest times. The Ronald McDonald House is home: a home away from home. Contact Cathy 
Levy, Program Director, 227-3775, or clevy@colrmhc.org. 



Worship &  Music in May 
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May 4, 2008 Communion / Dedication Sunday 
 

Sermon Christianity and Other Faithsº Tracy Keenan preaching 
 John 14; 1 Corinthians 13; Micah 4Ð selected verses 
 

Choral A Little Jazz Mass: Kyrie, Sanctus, Agnus Dei, Gloria, Benedictus Bob Chilcott 
   Chancel Choir with instruments 
 

Instrumental Venite!  by John Leavitt;  Weldon Adams, Organ 
Sunday Night Service  Special Music 

 

May 11, 2008 Pentecost Sunday/Mother ’s Day/Gifts of Women 
 

Sermon Carol Petro preaching  
 

Choral 8:30 We Are One, Lord  by Stan Pethel;  Early Birds 
 11:00 Fill-a-Me Up by  Pepper Choplin;   Chancel Choir 

Instrumental Carillon Dean Wagner 
 Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart, Morecambe, arr. Valerie Stephenson 
   Campanile Bell Choir 
 Carillon by  Léon Boëllmann;  Weldon Adams, Organ 

 

May 18, 2008 Tr inity Sunday/Older Adults 

Sermon ªSharing the Good Stuffº Tracy Keenan preaching 
 Psalm 8; Matthew 28: 16-20 
 

Choral 8:30 Praise the Rock of Our Salvation  by Aaron David Miller;  Early Birds 
 11:00 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity  by Ray Hopp  
   Chancel Choir & C Instrument  
Instrumental Bagpipe Band 

  

May 25, 2008 Presbyter ian Her itage 
 

Sermon ªWho is to Judge?º Tracy Keenan preaching 
 Psalm 131; 1 Corinthians 4: 1-5 
 

Choral 8:30  From Age to Age  by Francis Patrick O' Brien;  Early Birds 
 11:00  From Age to Age  Francis Patrick O' Brien  
  Lord, We Cry to Thee Ulrich Zwingli;  Chancel Choir 

Instrumental Rodolfo Vazquez, Flute 
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Please call the church office with your new address. 
 As bulk mail, the Communicator is not forwarded and 

 is returned to the church at a cost of 82 cents. 

June/July 2008 Issue of Your Communicator  
Information for the June/July issue should be emailed by  
Monday, May 12, to JP, Communications Administrator:   
 joanpogalies@covenantpcusa.org 
Include all contact information and what, when, who, 
where, how and why. 
 
The June/July 2008 Communicator will be assembled for 
mailing on Thursday, May 22 at 9:00 am in Fellowship 
Hall. We'd love to have your help. Call the church office 
at 614-451-6677 to volunteer. 

Covenant Leadership Team 
Tracy Keenan, Senior Pastor 

Weldon Adams, Minister of Music 
Katie Kinnison, Director of Christian Education 

Michele Nordine, Interim Director of Youth Ministry 
James Mehler, Parish Associate 

Ingrid Brooker, Financial & Membership Administrator 
JP Pogalies, Communications Administrator 

Lloyd Muench, Facilities Manager 
 

Church Office: 614-451-6677  Fax: 614-451-1326 
Office Hours: Mon-Fri  8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Website: www.covenantpcusa.org  


