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PREACHER FROM THE PEW
Wednesday, March 11, 2009

PRELUDE “Prelude in G Major” J. S. Bach
Ben Spencer, Soloist

*OPENING ACCLAMATION (Congregation reads the bold print.)

We are met in the presence of God, ............. and we do not meet alone.
With the angels in highest heaven, .............. we gather to worship the Lord.
With the saints of every age, .....c..ccoceveeunenee. we gather to worship the Lord.
With the church throughout the world, ........ we gather to worship the Lord.
By children and babes at the breast, ............. God’s holy name is praised.
With drums, stars and trumpets, .................. God’s holy name is praised.

In barrios and basilicas, ..........ccccceeerereennnenn. God’s holy name is praised.
And here with our hearts and our voices, .... God’s holy name is praised.
We are met in the presence of God,.............. and we do not meet alone.

*HYMN NO. 379 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” Solid Rock

PRAYER
Let us pray. Generous God, you gave us our voices, no two the same, no finer instruments with
which to praise you.
For these we thank you, Lord.
You gave us words and music, peculiar gifts, with which to wound or wonder, bore or bless,
inspire or disable.
For these we thank you, Lord.
In your church you have gathered us, in your community of common folk and complainers,
prophets and puzzled people, you have made a place for us.
For these we thank you, Lord.
So let what we say and do here, what we ponder and decide here, be real for us and honest to you,
and prepare us for the life of the world in which you are also praised.
For all this we thank you, Lord. Amen.

WORD OF GOD (Congregation reads the bold print)

Hear the Word of God. ........... Our ears are open.
We read in the New Testament from the books 2 Peter 1:3-8
Hear the Word of God. ........... Our ears are open.

We read in the New Testament from the Gospel of John 6:35-40
This is the Word of the Lord... Thanks be to God.

MEDITATION Martin Spencer

PRAYERS OF CONCERN

Eternal God, whom our words may cradle but never contain, we thank you for all the sound and
silence and color and symbol, which, through the centuries have helped the worship of your
church to be relevant and real.

Here we pause to remember those who helped us to come to faith, by singing us songs or telling us
stories, by inviting us in when we felt distant, by praying for us without being asked. We name
them now. (Names are mentioned here.)

We remember the preachers, the readers, the musicians, and the leaders, whose sensitivity and
skill have helped us to grow in faith and to enjoy worshipping you. We name them now.
(Names are mentioned here.)

We remember those who encourage people to praise you outside the sanctuary
- those who teach young children,

- those who lead youth groups,

- those who take prayers in hospitals, in schools, in prisons.

We name them now. (Names are mentioned here.)

We remember people who cannot pray and struggle to believe, or who fear changes in the church
more than in any other area of their lives. That they might be encouraged and that love might
dispel fear. We name them now. (Names are mentioned here.)

And let us pray for the renewal of the church, beginning with ourselves.

Reshape us, Good Lord, until in generosity, in faith, and in expectation that the best is yet to
come, we are truly Christ-like. Make us passionate followers of Jesus rather than passive
supporters. Make our churches cells of radical discipleship and signposts to heaven. Then,
in us, through us, and - if need be — despite us, let your kingdom come. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 383 “My Faith Looks up to Thee” Olivet
*CHORAL RESPONSE
From where we are to where you need us, .........cooceeveeriiniiniinneeneenen. Christ be beside us.
From what we are to what you can make of Us, ........cccceceevineenicnennnenne. Christ be before us.
From the mouthing of generalities to making signs of your kingdom, ..Christ be beneath us.
Through the streets of this world to the gates of heaven, ...........c........... Christ be above us.
Surround us with your presence, inspire us with your purpose;
CONfirm US iN YOUT LOVE......ceiviiieiiieiieeiieeieeeiee et Amen.
POSTLUDE “Dona Nobis Pacem” J. S. Bach

Carmina and Ben Spencer

Money left in the Offering Plate by the door will be contributed to One Great Hour of Sharing



TONIGHT’S PREACHER FROM THE PEW—Martin Spencer

A member of Covenant for the past four months, Martin Spencer is married to Cora Kuyvenhoven,
and they have two children, Carmina and Ben. Martin was the tenor soloist in February with the
Covenant Chancel Choir in Vaughn Williams’s Five Mystical Songs; Cora, a cellist with Pro Musica
Chamber Orchestra, has performed in worship as well. Martin is a voice pathologist, currently
President of the Ohio Voice Association. His interests include cars and motorcycles, opera, chamber
music, barbershop singing and gardening.

PARTICIPANTS

Preacher from the Pew = Martin Spencer

Liturgists Cora Kuyvenhoven, Carmina and Ben Spencer
Keyboard Weldon Adams

THE PREACHER FROM THE PEW SERIES will continue throughout the season of Lent. The
remaining Preachers are Sandy Tullett on March 18; Robin Schmidt on March 25; and Leslie Scott on
April 1. Each service will be preceded by a soup and bread supper in the Lounge at 6 pm.
CHILDREN’S PRAYERFUL PLAY

During our Preacher from the Pew services, children who do not wish to attend are invited to a time
of prayerful play where they can experiment with various hands-on kinds of prayer and then just play.
If you are interested in childcare for very young children, please call the church office by the Monday
before each Wednesday you plan to attend.

PRAYER

After Preacher from the Pew, join us in the sanctuary for a time of prayer, both out loud and then in
extended silence, as we go to God, the very source of Love, to be made new and to hold the world up
in love.

OTHER LENTEN EVENTS

March 16 at 3 pm Kathy Fink, Solo Handbell Concert

March 22 at 3 pm Great Columbus Community Orchestra Concert
March 22 at 6 pm No Strings Attached Concert

March 29 at 3 pm Merrymakers Concert

April 9 at 7 pm Maundy Thursday Tenebrae and Communion
April 10 at 12 noon  Good Friday Service

CREDITS

The liturgy for this service is taken from A Wee Worship Book, Fourth Incarnation, Copyright

©1999 by Wild Goose Resource Group, the Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland. Used by permission of GIA
Publications, Chicago, IL. Reprinted under CCLI license number 10199. All rights reserved.





