
= � Please use the enclosed Article Information Form 
for all future submissions to The Communicator.   
Additional copies of this form are available in the 
church office, or you may download a copy from 
our website at:  www.covenantpcusa.org. 

 

= � Completed Article Information Forms are due by 
Monday, August 13 at 4:30 p.m. to the Communi-
cations Administrator (or fax form to: 451-1326.) 

   

= � The September 2007 Communicator will be as-
sembled for mailing on Thursday, August 23, 2007 
at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to 
help, please call the church office at 614-451-6677. 
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Vázquez & Ferguson (Silver & Spruce) in Concert 
Sunday, August 12 at 3:00 p.m. 

If you are interested in learning a little more about good music, great composers, unique interpretive styles, and first-rate musicianship, or 
just enjoy listening to simply gorgeous music, please join us in the Sanctuary on Sunday, August 12, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. to a recital with 
the flute and guitar duo Vázquez & Ferguson (Silver & Spruce).  This concert is presented by the Greater Columbus Arts Council Franklin 
County Neighborhood Arts Program and by Covenant Presbyterian Church.  This concert is free and open to the public, however, a free 
will offering will be received. 
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 If “normal” means “the way things usually are,” and things are in the process of changing, how can 
anything be normal?  I guess with all the changes going on around Covenant, we’ll have to hold off on calling 
anything normal until there is a “new normal.”  And, frankly, I think that it is a mistake to confuse routines, pre-
dictable events, and familiar people with sameness.  Things are always shifting and changing, even imper-
ceptibly, and we often simply don’t notice until a page turns and a new chapter begins in our story line. 
 

 We put one program year to bed and start up a brand new one.  We let go of tired programs that have 
done their duty and we start new ministries.  Over the years we bid farewell to some of the great saints who 
have gone before and we embrace new people who come in the door to see what Covenant is about.  We 
see new faces, the children of people we knew as children, and we realize that things are changing whether 
we have noticed it all along or not.  We say good-bye to Director of Youth Ministries Jason Rea and hello to 
Interim Youth Director Michele Nordine.  We say good-bye to Office Manager Traci Weiss and hello to a new 
person and a new job description of Communications Administrator. 
  

 Some things will look and feel different, and it will seem sudden because the faces will have changed.  
But it is not really sudden.  Things have been percolating, awaiting the rightness of God’s timing.  Good things 
are happening here.  The people who are leaving are going on to pursue God’s call, and the people who are 
coming here are doing the same thing.  God is at work, stirring things up and freshening the pot with new per-
sonalities, and the “new normal” is going to be something new to us, but what God has had in mind for some 
time. 
 

 You’d think that we would get to be quite good at change, but the process of adjustment has everyone 
a feeling just a little more aware, a little more ready, a little more attuned to everything that’s happening.  It 
can feel demanding, even if we are just watching from the sidelines, but it can also call us to a heightened 
state of openness to what God is doing.  That is something to celebrate.  A new chapter in our story, con-
ceived by God, authored by us, and lived out in the pages of our communal story. 
 

 “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope.” --- Jeremiah 29:11 
 

 Whatever the “new normal” is, I am confident that it belongs to God, and am excited to be a part of its 
unfolding. 

      Grace & Peace,     Tracy 



PAGE 2 

Covenant Crafters Report 
= � Covenant Crafters and friends have responded to the challenge of knitting 50 pairs of mittens for our 

2007 Holiday Mitten Tree.  We are closing in on our original goal and plan to continue knitting to 
make another 50 pairs!  The mittens will be on display prior to donation to children in Adopt-A-Family 
and to local organizations that identify children in need.  Each colorful pair is a work of art and clearly 
made with TLC.  We are happy to report that we have also received hand knitted hats and scarves.  
These will be on display and donated as well. 

 

= � We are continuing our original project of making and distributing afghans to those in need and still 
need knitted and crocheted rectangles (7ºx 9º).  A marked box is waiting for your donation in Room 
120. 

 

We appreciate your support in our efforts to make a difference in the lives of children and those who are 
less fortunate.  Thank you and remember busy needles are happy needles! 

Hello, Covenant! 
 

 Hello!  I am so thrilled to be back in youth ministry and to be here at Covenant!  I am really looking for-
ward to being a part of your church community and getting to know all of you over the course of my time here as 
the new Interim Director of Youth Ministry.  I come prepared with over seven years of professional youth ministry 
experience, and my specialty is forming and developing relationships with youth and adults, meeting all where 
they are in their faith walk. 
 I love missions and had a blast on the two trips this summer to Pittsburgh and Barnesville.  My participa-
tion was low on the Barnesville trip because of bringing baby along, but I still was able to see what the team ac-
complished while there.  It has also been great to spend time with Jason and see how he leads the group.  I 
know it will be hard for him to leave as well as for the youth and adults involved to see him leave.  I have been in 
his shoes and will be sympathetic to the process of transition.  I will continue everything as he has done with lots 
of music and high activity. 
 A little bit more about me, I am married to Nathan and together we have four children.  The first three 
children are from his first marriage, and they are Faith (12), Miriam (9), and Sky (4).  The fourth is Gigi and she is 
9 1/2 months and will already be one year old on October 18!  The first three live in Dover with their mother and 
they visit us approximately every other weekend. 
 I hail from Minneapolis, Minnesota where most of my friends and family live.  Nathan's family is from Iowa 
so we try to travel up North for the holidays when we can.  I graduated from the University of Minnesota with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology.  Nathan is currently working with AT&T and has nine years of experience of pro-
fessional pastor in the Methodist Church. 
 For fun we enjoy traveling and spending time with all the kids.  We are excited to get settled in Columbus 
and be able to call the Buckeyes our team as we just returned from Gator land!         - Michele Nordine 

An Update from the Giving Committee 
 ªReaching forward to what lies aheadº is this year's theme for our stewardship drive.  A big 
thank you to everyone who has turned in the their pledge card.  As of July 10, we have received 
pledges totaling close to $637,000 which is 93% of our goal.  Your pledges help next year's ministry 
teams plan their programs and help us reach out to others. 
 As a reminder, if you haven't turned in your pledge card, please consider doing so.  Pledge 
cards are located on the Welcome Table in the hallway or in the church office.  If you would like the Fi-
nance Office to send you a pledge card, please call Ingrid Brooker at 614-451-6677 or email her at 
ingridbrooker@covenantpcusa.org.   
 

Thank you for your financial support. 
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Sunday, August 26, 2007 
12:00 - 2:00 pm. 

 
Adult = $4.00 Child = $2.00 Family  = $10.00 

Neighbors = FREE!! 

 
We will provide brats, hot dogs, baked beans, salads, 

watermelon, chips, cookies, and dr inks. 
 

Members have the option to br ing finger food, desser ts, 
cookies, a bag of chips, salad, or vegetables. 

 

Dress casually, and join the fun in the East Parking Lot  
(or Fellowship Hall if it rains!) 

Eat, visit, make a craft, or play games! 
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Report from June 11, 2007 Session Meeting: 
= � Moderator Tracy R. Keenan offered the opening prayer. 
= � Reviewed statistics: Baptism: Brian Feltman, March 18, 2007, by Tracy R. Keenan. Transfer: Gail B. 

Whitcomb (IA) to Fourth Presbyterian Church; Chicago, IL. Transfer from Active to Inactive Roll: Mark Martin 
Calvary, per own request. Request to Delete From Rolls (Move from Active to Delete): Mark Maitland 
Watters, per own request. Deaths: Martha Brown, March 29, 2007. TRK; Franklin L. Lyon, March 30, 2007. 
TRK; Roland Sutphin DeMott, April 14, 2007. TRK; Robert E. Hill, April 26, 2007. TRK; Bob Becker, May 16, 
2007 officiated by Doris P. Anderson. New Members: Brian Keith Feltman, by Profession of Faith; Carrie 
Monge Feltman, by Profession of Faith; Garrett Seymour Dill, Jr., by Certificate of Transfer from 1st Presby-
terian; London Ohio; Sidney Ann Dill, by Certificate of Transfer from 1st Presbyterian; London, Ohio; David 
C. Fecht, by Reaffirmation of Faith; Stephen Bernard Buescher, by Profession of Faith; Jack William Clark, 
by Profession of Faith; Sam Michael Clark, by Profession of Faith; John Martin Erbaugh, by Profession of 
Faith; Karen Elizabeth Halsey, by Profession of Faith; Jack Thomas Rodenfels, by Profession of Faith; Law-
yer Philip Scott, by Profession of Faith; Leslie Catherine Scott, by Profession of Faith; Morgan Ray Smath-
ers, by Profession of Faith; Jonathan Waggoner Staker, by Profession of Faith; Nathan Daniel Turney, by 
Profession of Faith. Average Worship Attendance: 03-11-07 to 06-03-07 at 8:30 a.m. = 92; at 11:00 a.m. = 
199. Active Member Status June 11, 2007 = 659. 

 
Staff Reports: 
= � Tracy Keenan – no report other than the approaching wedding of her daughter and various tasks still to be 

completed. 
= � Katie Kinnison – her summer hours will be Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday and each day in-

cludes extended hours; she will be on vacation the last week in June. 
= � Weldon Adams – Choir season is over for the summer . 
= � Jason Rea – Mission Trips have 25 total participants – 10 middle school and 15 senior high. 
 
Commission Reports: 
= � Linda Billman, Chair of Stewardship & Budget, reported that on June 7 the budget was 90% of goal for Fiscal 

Year July 1, 2007- June 30, 2008; there is a reserve of 1.03 months; there was an average increase of 7.5% 
in pledges; all commissions got what they asked for. 

= � Voted that three bequests totaling $124,944 be directed to the Unrestricted Fund of the Permanent Funds 
Ministry, thereby closely conforming to the donors' intents since in each case the ªEndowment Fund of Cove-
nant Presbyterian Churchº was stipulated. 

= � Voted to approve the job description for a Communications Administrator as presented by John Petro, Chair 
of Personnel. 

= � Tom Hoover reported for the Board of Deacons. 
= � Voted to change the date for the Sacrament of Communion September 9, rather than September 2. 
= � Accepted a report from Paul Morton, Commissioner to Presbytery April 17, 2007, at Liberty Presbyterian, and 

noted that he, as Covenant's regular Commissioner to Presbytery, will serve at the meeting  June 19, 2007, 
at Worthington Presbyterian, at 10 a.m. and the Clerk will recruit another Commissioner. 

= � Jan Buescher was approved as a new member of the Children's Ministry Commission by Session's accep-
tance of previous minutes of that Commission. 

= � Adjourned by singing ªHappy Birthdayº to Andrea Eberhard and Maggie Broekema, followed with prayer by 
Moderator Tracy R. Keenan. 

- Charlotte Sharpe, Clerk 
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Remember the Friendly Visitor Ministry? 
 

 A few years ago a number of Covenanters brought together their gifts to establish a ministry of visita-
tion and camaraderie to older persons in the congregation.  Since then, the ministry has been functioning 
through the holy labor of a number of faithful persons. 
 You may remember Friendly Visitor as pairing an older member of the congregation with another per-
son of the congregation for conversation and, on occasion, a friendly visit (I guess we know where the name 
of the ministry came from — or for the English majors — hence the genesis of the name of the ministry.) 
 Within the Upper Arlington community there are programs such as Kind Call where one person calls 
another just to ªcheck inº.  With our congregation spread beyond the bounds of Upper Arlington, there are a 
number of persons who cannot avail themselves of such a program.  More than offering a ministry to reach 
persons beyond this geographical boundary, the Friendly Visitor Ministry seeks to add the important spiritual 
dimension to these person to person contacts. 
 The Older Adult Ministry, a continuing ministry of the Deacons of Covenant, is looking to reinvigorate 
this significant ministry of the church.  In the next couple of months we will be sharing more about the Friendly 
Visitor Ministry part of your personal ministry as a visitor or as a visitee (in English, that means a person being 
visited.) 
 One concern you may have at this point could be:  ªI'm okay with person to person contact, but I'm a 
little unsure about the spiritual component.º  Not to worry.  Through the Deacons and the Older Adult Ministry, 
you will have access to helpful resources.  There will be prayer books, scripture resources, and meditations to 
assist you in your ministry as a Friendly Visitor. 
 In the meantime, we invite you to give prayerful consideration of how you can be part of this exciting 
ministry to old and new friends at Covenant Presbyterian Church. 
                  - Jim Mehler, Parish Associate 

Aging In God’s Care 
 Losing the ability to drive a car is one of the most traumatic situations a person can 
face.  Since public transportation is often not conveniently available, someone who can't drive 
is dependent upon family and friends to take them everywhere.  However, here in the Colum-
bus area, there are some options: 
 

= � Covenant's Deacons operate the C.A.R.E.S. program.  Please contact Betsy Campbell 
(614-451-3480) or Jay McLean (614-457-9177) to request a ride to an appointment or 
to church from another Covenant member.  For those Covenant members who can 
drive, this is an opportunity for service as well! 

= � The Upper Arlington Commission on Aging along with the Upper Arlington Senior Cen-
ter publishes a booklet titled, ª2006 Resource Directory.º  A list of transportation pro-
viders can be found on page 23.  Please contact them (614-583-5326) to request a 
copy of this directory. 

 

 For more information on transportation or other issues concerning aging and/or care 
giving, please contact Janet Muench, Older Adults Resources Counselor, through the church 
office (614-451-6677) or at home (614-771-9295). 
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Collection of Toiletries for Open Shelter 
Help the Open Shelter provide toiletries for their homeless residents.  The Deacons will assemble these items 
into individual hygiene kits.  Sample sizes (such as hotels provide for their guests) are preferred, but all sizes 
are helpful.  There is a box just inside the door of the Pastors' area labeled ªHygiene Kits.º  Please place your 
items there throughout the year.  Items needed for this special mission project include: 

The Prayer Chain 
The Prayer Chain sponsored by the Board of Deacons invites Covenant members and friends to pray for oth-
ers as well as to request prayers.  If you would like to join the Prayer Chain, please contact the church office 
at 451-6677 and tell the receptionist.  The Prayer Chain Coordinator will contact you.  Similarly, if you would 
like to request prayers for someone or for yourself, please call the church office with your request.  Whenever 
possible, please obtain the permission of the person for whom you are requesting prayers. 

Manna Project International:  Thank You From Geoff Stetson 
 
Dear Covenant Family: 
 

 Thank you so much for all of your support.  Your monetary donations, along with your 
other donations have done an incredible amount to facilitate my trip and to bring joy to the 
children of La Chureca.  Your help has meant so much and is only rivaled by your sincere in-
terest in my mission.  The outpouring of questions and desire for updates has been over-
whelming.  It warms me to be able to share this inevitably incredible experience with truly car-
ing people.  I will make sure to keep you all abreast of my experiences while in Nicaragua 
through correspondence with the church.  Thank you again for all your help.  I could not do 
what I'm doing without your support.  I will keep the whole Covenant family in my thoughts 
while extending a helping hand in Central America.  I wish you all well, and I will visit when I 
return. 
 

  Yours Truly, 
   Geoff Stetson 

= � Small bars of soap 
= � Sample sizes of shampoo & conditioner 
= � Sample sizes of lotion 
= � Sample sizes of deodorant & antiperspirant 

= � Sample sizes of toothpaste 
= � Toothbrushes 
= � Disposable razors 

Open Shelter Dinners 
Many thanks to all of you who made brownies, 
cooked food, advised, delivered and served food to 
our homeless brothers and sisters.  The folks who 
received your generous kindness are so very grateful 
to you.  Even if they don't say thank you, you can see 
it in their eyes.  Our next dinner is planned for Sep-
tember 6, 2007.  To offer your help, please sign up on 
the Salt & Light sheet in the Narthex, or contact Carol 
Petro at 614-485-0994 or jpetroball@aol.com. 

Summer Tutoring 
Each year we offer two to four tutor sessions at the 
churches in late July and early August.  These ses-
sions provide review and stimulus to our students so 
that they are more ready for school.  It is also a great 
opportunity for Covenant members who are thinking 
of joining the programs as a tutor, to try out their skills 
with students.  Tutors are always needed, so please 
consider participating!  Please contact Carol Petro at 
614-485-0994 or jpetroball@aol.com for details. 
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Something Different:  Once-A-Month Sunday Night Worship 
Communion Sundays at 5:00 p.m. 

Beginning October 7 
 
What’s different about it? 

= � It will be casual and under forty-five minutes in length. 
= � It will involve large-screen multi-media. 
= � Music and liturgy will be led by teenagers, children, young adults, older adults…  
 all kinds of people of God.  Rhythm instruments will be available to everyone. 
= � There will be giant, brightly-colored pillows and blankets on the floor between the chancel  
 and the pews for babies, squirmy children, and anyone who wants to sit on the floor. 

 
What’s the same about it? 

= � We will have prayer and praise and scripture and a message. 
= � We will share communion. 
= � Everyone will be welcome. 
= � We will worship and honor God! 

 
(Brought to you by Worship and Arts, Children’s Ministry, Youth Commission, and the Program Staff.) 

 
After Sunday Night Worship (5:45-7:30 p.m.): 
 5:45 Fellowship Time 
  Connections (Middle School Youth Group that meets every Sunday night) 
 6:00  Sandwich making (and more fellowship) for Central Presbyterian's ministry to the homeless. 
 6:30 Adult Bible Study 
  Chi Rho (High School Youth Group that meets every Sunday night) 

POWER PLAY!  Begins Wednesday, September 26! 
 

A new Wednesday Night program for preschool and elementary aged children: 
 Through Puppetry (designing, creating, and using puppets) 
   Costumes (designing, creating, and wearing) 
    Creative play (entering into the story and bringing it to life) 
     Props (making use of all sorts of things) 
      Scripting (writing and directing) 
       Set building (making simple pieces for stage use) 
        and a whole lot of imagination… 
 
 We will actively engage in Bible stories and help to understand them in a whole new way!  And, then, 
we will share our dramatic accomplishments with the rest of the church by presenting them during a special 
worship service.  There is star quality in each of us… let's share it and shine it all around! 
 
 Note to grown-ups:  This is a new program that will not only deepen your child's sense of the Bible 
and its stories, but will nurture creativity, teach new skills, build confidence, and bring a lot of laughter! 
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Katie’s Corner 
 
 I know many of you are not locked into this particular way of viewing the world, but if you have school-
age children, or if you are the sort of person whose psyche has been permanently molded into school calen-
dar shape, then August  is an interesting month for you.  These sorts of people, those who will shortly return 
to a life shaped by school but who are not yet there, lead strangely double lives as August unfolds itself. 
 
 The thought of brand-new pencils and brightly-colored outfits lined up in the part of your closet you 
don't touch yet, might bring you joy.  Part of you is ready to clear off your desk and purchase school supplies 
and imagine the new shape your days will have.  You imagine yourself into September, a land of new lunch 
boxes and unfamiliar teachers.  But part of you clings to each summer day.  Going to the pool becomes bitter-
sweet because you can count the number of days you have left.  Desperately trying to enjoy each moment of 
freedom, the carefree joy of no-school takes on an air of mourning.  Where should your mind and heart be?  
Here or in September? 
 
 I think our life in Christ can be like this.  The future beckons.  We speak of an eternity with God and try 
to imagine what that might be like.  Some of us fashion each day in that expectation.  But there is the very 
real possibility that in so doing we lose something.  If we live ahead of ourselves with too much ªgetting readi-
ness,º  we are no longer living what we have now.  We forget to be present.  We forget that God is here in this 
moment, that in this moment we are being adored and called and being made new.  Life with God is not sim-
ply about the later; it is about now Ð  and now extends into our forever. 
 
 So, be in this moment today.  Know that God surrounds you, that the Spirit of the Holy One dwells 
within you.  Listen to what God is saying to you now.  Do what God is calling you to now.  Love with every bit 
of who you are now.  Then the kingdom of God will truly be at hand Ð  whether it's August or September. 

CONNECT AT COVENANT ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
6:00-7:30 p.m. beginning September 26 

 
 6:00 Dinner with the church family 
   Adults   = $7.00 each 
   Age 3-12  = $3.00 each 
   Age 0-2 = FREE 
 
 6:30 - 7:30 Power Play! for preschool & elementary age kids (FREE!) 
   Classes for Youth and Adults (FREE!) 
   Child care provided for the ªunder threesº 
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The Forum in the Lounge:   On August 5, 12, and 19, our staff will continue to lead our Summer 
series of forums about things we do every day, things we do without giving them a second thought.  For in-
stance, we eat and we spend money every day.  Do we do those things as disciples of Jesus Christ?  What 
difference does our faith make in the thousand simple choices we make every day of our lives?  How can 
some simple, more mindful acts do more to bring about the kingdom of God?  Think of this as practical theol-
ogy.  Come talk together with us about how our lives can better reflect the power and love and peace of our 
gracious God.  On August 26, the Covenant Youth will join us to share their experiences from the Mission 
Trips in July to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and Barnesville, Minnesota.  We hope that you will join us each Sun-
day morning this month in the Lounge from 9:45-10:45 a.m. for these wonderful programs. 
 
 

= � Aug 5:   Practical Theology:  Bearing One Another’s Burdens 
 

= � Aug 12: Practical Theology:  Why Niceness Isn’t One of the Gifts of the Spirit 
 

= � Aug 19: Practical Theology:  Playing 
 

= � Aug 26: Our Youth’s Mission Trips 

Rock of Ages Book Discussion September 9 
 Rock of Ages:  Science and Religion in the Fullness of Life by Stephen Jay Gould 
looks at the relationship between Science and religion and calls for mutual understanding and 
mutual respect.  The book is beautifully written and a quick read (256 pages).  Gould, a re-
nowned evolutionary biologist at Harvard, became widely known through his popular science 
essays in Natural History magazine and his best-selling books on evolution. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki//wiki/Natural History %28magazine%29)  Dr. John Harder, Cove-
nant member and a professor in the College of Biological Sciences at The Ohio State Univer-
sity, will lead a discussion of this book on Sunday, September 9 at 12:00 p.m. in the Lounge.  
Lunch will be served.  Please let us know you are coming by emailing Katie Kinnison 
(katherinekinnison@covenantpcusa.org) or calling the church office (614-451-6677).  Copies 
of this book are available for purchase at a cost of $13.00 per copy.  Stop by the church office 
or see Katie Kinnison on Sunday mornings to purchase this book.   

Bible Study 101:  How to Lead a Bible Study for Yourself and Others 
 Even opening up a Bible with those sixty-six books staring you in the face is intimidating for a great 
many people.  We know we are supposed to study the Word of God, but how?  It's hard to do it in a room by 
yourself when there is so much you simply don't know.  And being asked to shepherd other people through a 
discussion of scripture sends even faithful Christians running for cover. 
 We understand. 
 So, come get some help.  Come discover how the Bible might really become sweeter than honey in 
the honeycomb for you, how reading scripture might be a source of more abundant, more authentic, more lov-
ing life. 
 Join us on Saturday, September 29 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for ªBible Study 101.º  Whether you 
are truly a novice or whether it's the thought of leading other people in study that gives you hives, we invite 
you to come learn how to open the scriptures and find the Word of God in and through these words Ð  without 
hyperventilating.  Our Director of Christian Education, Katie Kinnison, is leading this workshop.  Lunch and 
supplies are provided, and the cost of the workshop is $10.00 per person.  To register, please call the church 
office (614-451-6677) or email Katie Kinnison (katherinekinnison@covenantpcusa.org). 
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Sunday, August 5 — Celebration of the Lord's Supper / 10th Sunday of Pentecost / VBS Children Sing at 11:00 

Scripture:   Colossians 3:1-11 
 
Sermon:      The New Year 

Choral Music            11:00 Children of Vacation Bible School 
 
Instrumental Music               Rodolfo Vazquez, Flute & Weldon Adams, Harpsichord 
 Sonata VI in E Major          Johann Sebastian Bach 

Sunday, August 12 — 11th Sunday of Pentecost 

Sunday, August 19 — 12th Sunday of Pentecost / Back to School Sunday with Blessing of the Backpacks 

Scripture:   Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 
 
Sermon:     Water Molecules 

Vocal Music           Cameron Fracasso, Tenor & Alexa Rybinski, Soprano 
 God So Loved the World 
 On Eagles’ Wings 
Instrumental Music                       Amy Kendall, Piano 

Sunday, August 26 Ð 13th Sunday of Pentecost / BLOCK PARTY 

Scriptures:   Hebrews 12:18-29 
          
Sermon:       Unshakable Kingdom 

Vocal Music                         Students of Amy Kendall 
    
Instrumental              Weldon Adams, Organ 
 Settings of Ein’ feste Burg 

Scripture:   Luke 12:32-48 
 
Sermon:     Who Are We  
         When No One’s Looking?  

Vocal Music             Amy Kendall, Soprano 
 
Instrumental Music                    Ruth Motz, Piano 
             Weldon Adams, Organ 

CHOIR SCHEDULE 
All of the choirs will resume rehearsals and worship participation during the first week of September.  Membership in all 
choirs is open to anyone who loves to express faith and enjoys making music.  Membership in the Bell Ensemble requires 
experience, but all groups welcome members Ð  experienced or inexperienced Ð  and will work to achieve the best efforts 
possible.  The old saying: ªHe who sings prays twiceº is not really accurate;  those who rehearse for worship pray many 
more times than two and often have a fuller understanding of Scripture and liturgy than those who only experience the ser-
vices once. 
 

= � CHANCEL CHOIR rehearses on Thursday evenings from 7:30-9:00 p.m., sings for the 11:00 a.m. services, and pre-
sents special music services and programs on occasion.  The group embraces a wide variety of choral literature. 

 

= � EARLY BIRDS rehearse on Sunday mornings from 8:00-8:25 a.m. and sings for the 8:30 a.m. services.  The group has 
limited rehearsal time, so their music is easily learned and is often in unison or two or three parts. 

 

= � CAMPANILE BELL CHOIR rehearses on Tuesday evenings from 5:15-7:00 p.m. and plays for services at least once 
each month.  The group plays five octaves of handbells and five octaves of choir chimes. 

 

= � BELL ENSEMBLE rehearses on Tuesday afternoons from 4:30-5:15 p.m. and plays for worship occasionally.  Under 
the direction of Nancy Davidson, the members learn ensemble techniques, including bell sharing and four-in-hand ring-
ing. 

 

= � MUSICA DI CAMERATA rehearses on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-9:00 p.m. and plays many sizes of recorders, 
cornamuses, and percussion.  They sometimes accompany the choirs and play for services occasionally. 

 

= � MERRYMAKERS rehearse on Sunday afternoons from 1;00-3:00 p.m. and is a small recorder ensemble.  The group, 
under the direction of Dan Thyng and Marsha Martin, presents a major program each year and plays for services occa-
sionally. 

 

= � FLUTE CHOIR rehearses on Wednesday evenings (rehearsal times vary) and plays flutes and alto flutes.  The group, 
under the direction of Rodolfo Vazquez, plays for services two or three times each year. 

 

= � PRAISE B rehearses at various times, depending on what the group is preparing.  The members play Drums, Bass, 
Synthesizer, and Piano.  Other instrumentalists and vocalists are welcome.  The group, under the direction of Tracy 
Keenan, plays music in a variety of modern styles. 
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Let's all set our September goals at Covenant NOW!  Consider taking on a job so 
exciting you'd do it for nothing...and yet getting so much out of it that it's truly a price-
less experience!  Wanted: People of all ages and abilities, who appreciate good 
fun and fellowship, who enjoy the excitement of worship, who want to praise 
God through their minds, bodies and energy.  Experience not necessary!! 
 
Did you know that: 
= � Covenant's choirs are made up of people who are music majors and also people 

who can't read music, as well as everyone in between? 
= � Weldon gives extra help to anyone who asks? 
= � You can get a tape to practice with at home? 
= � You can come in during the week for coaching with your music? 
= � The Covenant music family welcomes you just because you're YOU? 

All God's children have a place in the choir, so what works for YOU??  If you want to sing every week, but 
don't want an evening rehearsal, consider membership in the Early Birds.  The Birds sing each Sunday at the 
8:30 a.m. service, performing music which is easily learned in the half-hour before worship. 
 
If a weekly rehearsal sounds like fun along with being part of a friendly group that is involved in worship once a 
month, Campanile Bell Choir is perfect for you!  If you can count to four (six on occasion) and can circle your 
notes, you have the skills to be successful.  Be careful though:  bell ringing can become addictive.  (Hope you 
heard the Westminster Bell Choir and Dreamweavers concerts in May and June!) 
 
The biggest time commitment is Chancel Choir: a Thursday evening rehearsal, Sunday morning rehearsal at 
10:30 a.m, and worship each Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  Not every member can attend every rehearsal and worship 
service, but we try to make this a priority in our lives Ð  a commitment to God, to Covenant, and to each other.  
The salary isn't the greatest, but the job benefits are out of this world!! 

TOP TEN (Non-Taxable) BENEFITS FROM SINGING IN CHANCEL CHOIR 
 
10. Making new and lasting friendships. 
  9. Developing new musical skills, regardless of our experience or lack thereof. 
  8. Never having to worry about what to wear to church. 
  7. Always having someone to sit with. 
  6. Getting a chance to play back-up on the percussion if you like. 
  5. Always having reserved seats for Christmas Eve and Easter. 
  4. Never needing to rely on Thursday night TV for entertainment. 
  3. Having an extra birthday party every year as we celebrate the choir birthdays. 
  2. Experiencing Tracy's sermons from the best seats in the church. 
 
 …….and the TOP reason for singing in Chancel Choir… 
  1. Praising God with every breath we take,  
  giving back with joy some of what we have been so generously given. 


